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Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) 
has developed an accountability system for 
improving schools called the Results-Based 
Evaluation System (RBES). RBES fairly and 
systematically measures a school’s progress, 
providing a process that clearly communicates 
expectations; reviews, monitors, and supports 
school performance; and evaluates that 
performance.

The Duluth Middle council and school 
leaders collaborated on the highlights included 
in this accountability report, which also 
serves as the school’s annual report. The 
report provides consolidated information on 
the school’s effectiveness, based on multiple 
measures and student characteristics. Please 
review this report to learn more about the 
school’s improvement efforts and progress.
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Key Results from 2010–11 Local School Plans for Improvement
Local School Plans for Improvement are plans developed locally by school administrators,  

teachers, and parent advisory groups. These plans outline school goals.

Goal: Students will show mastery of the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum in 
mathematics, language arts, science, and social studies. 
Results: Reviewing achievement data from the state’s Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT), 
for the school overall and for student subgroups, helps us identify gaps in achievement. This focus 
helps the school provide needed support as we work to close identified gaps. CRCT results revealed 
that Duluth Middle School students made gains in all content areas, with 94.1% of all students 
meeting or exceeding standards in reading/English language arts and 89.7% meeting or exceeding 
standards in math. Eight of nine subgroups made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) under No Child Left 
Behind. We continue to focus on providing additional support to ensure that students with disabilities 
achieve their learning potential. Nearly 72% of students in this subgroup met standards in reading/English 
language arts, while 61% of the students passed the CRCT in math. Several subgroups made 
notable gains as we closed achievement gaps in reading and math. The percentage of students exceeding 
standards in reading/English language arts increased significantly, with 49% of all students achieving at 
this level. Our CRCT passing rates reflect a strong, continued emphasis on balanced literacy, with a 
focus on non-fiction reading, vocabulary, and expository and persuasive writing in every subject area. 

Goal: Writing will improve, as measured by the Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment.
Results: The percentage of students passing the state writing test, which is used for promotion in 
Gwinnett, remained at 90% for all students, including special education students and students 
with limited English who were not required to pass the Gateway for promotion. We continue 
work to ensure that all students are writing up to and/or exceeding grade-level expectations.
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Grade 8 Gateway: Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment
In addition to earning passing grades, GCPS 8th graders were required to make a passing 

score on the Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment, which is a Gateway test in Gwinnett. 
This chart reflects how well Duluth Middle’s students did on the test in 2010–11, with 90% 
of Duluth 8th graders passing the writing Gateway on the first try. (Data reflects achieve-
ment of all students, including special education students and students with limited English 
who were not required to pass the Gateway for promotion.)

Gwinnett schools measure student learning of the school system’s curriculum— the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS)— in a 
number of ways to ensure students have learned the AKS and will be successful in the next grade. One measure is the state’s Criterion-
Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT), which compares student achievement to state standards in several subject areas for grades 1–8. 
Georgia students in grade 8 also take a state writing assessment. Test results are used by teachers to identify individual student strengths 
and weaknesses and by the state to gauge the quality of education throughout Georgia. 

2010–11 Results: Gwinnett County Public Schools Promotion Requirements (Grades 7 and 8)
In Gwinnett, state tests taken in 7th grade are used as Gateway assessments and results are used to determine whether a 

student is prepared for the next grade level. Following are results for Duluth Middle for these local promotion requirements. 

2010–11 Results: Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests and Adequate Yearly Progress 
Schools earn Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) status by meeting a series of performance goals that every school, system, and 

the state as a whole must achieve under the federal No Child Left Behind Act. In Georgia, AYP for middle schools is deter-
mined using results from the Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT) in reading/English language arts and mathemat-
ics. These tests measure the knowledge and skills of students by assessing how well students have learned the state’s curriculum. 
To make AYP, middle schools must meet state-set student achievement goals and attendance standards for all students, and for 
all subgroups that have 40 or more students or 10% of the students in grades 6–8, whichever is greater (with a 75-student cap). 
In addition, schools must test 95% of all students and of all subgroups with 40 or more students. Georgia reports achievement 
scores for every subgroup with 10 or more students. However, the state only considers results for subgroups that meet the state-
set minimum number of students in determining a school’s AYP status.

See the table at the top of the next page for a detailed breakdown of Duluth CRCT achievement in each AYP subgroup.

Performance 
Levels

Exceeds
Meets
Does Not Meet

Percentages 
shown may not 
add up to 100 
due to rounding. 
Percentages 7% 
and below are  
not labeled. 
Reflects spring 
administration.

2010–11 Results: State Promotion Requirements (Grade 8)
The state also has established promotion requirements for selected 

grade levels. The table at the right reflects the percentage of Duluth 
Middle students in grade 8 who met grade-level expectations on the 
state’s CRCT in order to earn promotion. 

Grade 7 Gateway: Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Reading CRCT Subtests
For 2010–11, a Gwinnett 7th grader was required to meet grade-level expectations on the CRCT in five subject areas—  

language arts, reading, mathematics, science, and social studies— in order to earn promotion. Students’ test performance on 
the Grade 7 Gateway falls into 
three levels of mastery of the 
state’s curriculum: 
Exceeds, Meets,  
Does Not Meet.

% of Students Who Passed CRCT Subtests Required for Promotion*

*Reflects spring administration

Duluth GCPS State
8th Grade Reading CRCT 96 97 96
8th Grade Math CRCT 87 85 78
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A Message from the Principal About Student Achievement and Academic Initiatives
We were pleased with the overall schoolwide performance on state tests. In reading/English language arts, the school average 

for all students was just below the school system average on Georgia’s Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT), and in 
math, the average was about equally aligned. Math and literacy will continue to be focus areas for 2011–12 as Duluth strives to 
close achievement gaps between subgroups. Duluth’s 8th graders performed slightly below the state and system averages on the 
Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment. Teachers continued to participate in staff development to improve writing achievement 
and worked in collaborative teams to share best practices in instructional strategies. They supported writing achievement using 
anchor papers from papers written to practice prompts by 7th and 8th graders and scored by the Georgia Assessment Center at 
the University of Georgia. Our teachers administered one major assessment per quarter in persuasive or expository writing in 
each subject at every grade level to help improve students’ writing. 

Duluth Middle customized instruction for all students during an extended learning period each day in which tutorials, as 
well as enrichment lessons, were provided. Support for achievement excellence was offered through additional Connections 
interventions. “March Madness” CRCT review classes differentiated instruction to remediate and accelerate students. Indi-
vidualized learning teams supported students whose achievement and behavior indicated a high risk of dropping out of school. 
Teachers organized and implemented a “Writing Boot Camp” during January to provide 8th graders with an intense week of 
writing review and instruction to help them prepare for the Georgia Grade 8 Writing Assessment. Students took system-level 
interim assessments designed to measure how well students are learning the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum. 
Students who were not successful on the interim tests received extra support through local initiatives. 

Continuing efforts encouraged students to become lifelong readers and writers. For instance, reading incentives, such as an 
author’s visit and movie, were offered to students who reached their “stretch goals.” Our collaborative special education deliv-
ery model ensured that all students were exposed to grade-level instruction in the AKS, reaping significant results in student 
achievement. The expanded advisement program incorporated student clubs, test talks, and academic goal-setting, helping 
teachers to develop positive relationships with students while teaching them strategies to increase their level of achievement.

Duluth Middle School AYP Results by Subgroup

• In the table above, only results for subgroups that meet the state-set minimum number of students are used to determine AYP

Duluth Middle did not 
achieve AYP 

All 
Students

Asian/ 
Pacific 

Islander Black Hispanic

American 
Indian/ 
Alaskan White

Multi- 
Racial

Students 
with 

Disabilities

Limited 
English 

Proficient
Economically 

Disadvantaged

Math Participation Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved . Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved

Math Performance Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved . Achieved . Not 
Achieved Achieved Achieved

Reading/ELA Participation Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved . Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved

Reading/ELA Performance Achieved Achieved Achieved Achieved . Achieved . Not 
Achieved Achieved Achieved

This school achieved the state’s attendance standard for all students.

Overall, Duluth Middle met or exceeded state academic goals on the CRCT in reading/English language arts and mathemat-
ics, schoolwide and for most student groups. The school met state-required testing participation requirements and attendance 
standards. Duluth Middle achieved 33 of 35 indicators in determining Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). However, the school 
did not make AYP because less than 80% of students with disabilities met the state standards for reading/English language arts 
and less than 75.7% of students with disabilities met the state standard for mathematics.

Note: In charts above, only subgroups with 10 or more students are reported. Results for groups smaller than the state minimum are not considered 
for AYP. The dotted line on each graph represents the state’s AYP standard in 2011. The charts above reflect spring and summer test administrations.
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Other 2010–11 Highlights... 
• The percentage of Duluth Middle teachers attaining advanced 

degrees (master’s degrees or higher) increased to more than 90%.
• Eleven DMS teachers have now achieved the coveted state 

designation of “Master Teacher.”
• Duluth Middle’s Academic Bowl team continued to excel, placing 

in the top four in each of their 10 competitions. The B Team 
placed 1st in the annual Regional Tournament, sponsored by the 
Professional Association of Georgia Educators (PAGE).

• Additionally, the Academic Bowl team competed in the Knowl-
edge Masters Open in December 2011, winning 2nd place in the 
state and 10th place internationally. This event is a computer-
based competition that poses challenging questions focused 
primarily on the four core academic areas as well as students’ 
knowledge of current events and pop culture.

• Two students from Duluth Middle School were invited to 
participate in All-State Orchestra. The 8th Grade Orchestra 
earned all Superior ratings at the Large Group Performance 
Evaluations (LGPE) conducted by the Georgia Music Educators 
Association. A total of 50 students were selected to participate 
in the Gwinnett County 6th Grade Honor Orchestra in April 
2011. During the year, five students participated in one of the 
two Gwinnett County honor orchestras— the Kendall Orchestra 
and the Gwinnett County Youth Symphony. Twenty students 
participated in Solo & Ensemble Festival in November 2010, 
earning Excellent and Superior ratings. 

• Four DMS students were selected for the District 13 Honor 
Band, and one student was selected for All-State Band.

• DMS students displayed 25 pieces of art in the Tapestry exhibit in 
2011 and eight pieces of artwork in the exhibit at the Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International Airport. One DMS art student won 
1st place in the Altered Book design contest sponsored by the 
Jacqueline Casey Hudgens Center for the Arts.

• Nine teachers earned their gifted endorsement certificates through 
North Georgia College during the 2010-11 school year.

• Fourteen DMS students participated in the 2011 Reflections 
competition, sponsored by the National PTA. Twelve students 
went to the Area 2 Gwinnett County PTA Council level and two 
were recognized at the state level.

Duluth Middle School
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The mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools is to pursue excellence 
in academic knowledge, skills, and behavior for each student, 

resulting in measured improvement against 
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School Safety Perceptions
Based on responses to 2010–11 RBES Perception 
Survey... 
•	 61.7% of students agreed or strongly agreed that 

they felt safe at Duluth Middle.
•	 92.6% of parents agreed or strongly agreed that 

their student’s school was safe.

2010–11 Staff Data

2010–11 Student Data

*Not Hispanic or Latino

 School Year School Year
09–10 10–11

Enrollment 1,769 1,765
+American Indian/Alaskan Native* 0% 0%
+Asian* 18% 17%
+Black/African American* 24% 25%
+Hispanic or Latino, any race 29% 29%
+Multiracial, two or more races* 4% 4%
+Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander* 0% 0%
+White* 24% 23%
Special Education 13% 12%
ESOL 5% 4%
Free/Reduced Lunch 53% 59%
Average Attendance 97% 97%
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