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National stage for Meadowcreek High culinary arts students 
 
     A team of Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students will show their 

food preparation and presentation skills to a national audience this summer as they’ve 

been invited to demonstrate what they’ve learned in their Meadowcreek High 

culinary arts classroom. The Meadowcreek High students will compete for a national 

prize representing the state of Georgia during the Family, Career, and Community 

Leaders of America (FCCLA) 2011 National Leadership Conference in Anaheim, 

California. The cooking challenge is scheduled for July 10-14.  

     The three-student team received the invitation to the national competition after 

their culinary arts skills earned them first place during the state and regional events 

earlier this spring. They earned a Gold Medal, impressing the judges with their 

techniques as they prepared a meal consisting of a Papaya & Blueberry Salad with 

Poppy Seed Dressing, Chicken Scampi, and Lemon Basil Pasta. As part of the 

competition, the students were given three menus and were not told which they 

would prepare until the competition began. The same rules will apply when the team 

represents Georgia at nationals. 

     The 2010-2011 Meadowcreek High team consisted of team captain and 11th 

grader Tyler Rivera, 12th grader Nick Patma, and 12th grader Vincent Tompkins. 

During the 2010-2011 school year, the students were enrolled in Meadowcreek 

High’s ProStart class, taught by teacher Debbie Grant. ProStart is a two-year high 

school program sponsored by the National Restaurant Association which allows for 

students to experience the Culinary Arts industry with experienced professionals. 

     During the Georgia FCCLA competition, another Meadowcreek High student 

earned top honors. A 12th grader in the spring, Raven Smith, placed second in the 

Chicken Fabrication category. Another GCPS culinary arts team from North 

Gwinnett High took second place behind Meadowcreek High at this state event. 
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     FCCLA, founded in 1945, is a dynamic and effective national student 

organization that helps young men and women become leaders and address important 

personal, family, work, and societal issues through family and consumer science 

education. Involvement in FCCLA offers members the opportunity to expand their 

leadership potential and develop skills for life such as planning, goal setting, problem 

solving, decision making, and interpersonal communication - necessary in the home 

and workplace. 

 

     The Meadowcreek High team will be preparing for the national competition at 

school before they travel to California. News media representatives interested in 

visiting the school during these practice sessions should coordinate with the 

Department of Communication and Media Relations, by calling 678-301-6020.  
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