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Nordson Foundation Supports Integrated Physics and Engineering 
 

     Students enrolled at Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology (GSMST) 

now have the option to take integrated physics and engineering 

course selections as freshmen, thanks to a $25,000 Nordson 

Foundation grant. The grant will fund equipment that will help 

students master these topics earlier, rather than waiting to take 

these courses in the 11th grade when they are typically offered.  

     The grant will establish multiple video analysis labs to provide 

all of GSMST’s mathematics and science students an opportunity 

for visualization of phenomena in nature and provide an 

opportunity for data collection through real-world 

experiments. 

     With the use of the new equipment, students will 

integrate physics with algebra and engineering concepts, 

measure outcomes, predict outcomes, and confirm outcomes in addition to just hypothesizing or 

simply reading about it. Studies show that this type of integration improves learning of algebra 

and engineering concepts due to a concurrent application of algebra to physics in a project-based 

learning environment. 

     “Preparing the next generation of scientists and engineers is vital to tomorrow’s economy,” 

said Cindy Baumgardner, Community Relations for the Nordson Corporation. “It is a pleasure to 

support the outstanding work underway at Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and 

Technology.” The Nordson Corporation, which operates in 30 countries around the world, is an 

industry leader in precision consumer and industrial products that support manufacturing 

operations. 

     By taking physics in 9th grade, students have the option to take more advanced courses in 

subsequent years, placing them at an advantage for college placement.  

 

--more-- 

 

Gwinnett students at work in 

GSMST’s Integrated Physics and 

Engineering 9th grade course 
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     GSMST, a Gwinnett County Board of Education approved charter school, is home to more 

than 800 students from across the district and is located in a 200,000 square foot state-of-the-art 

research facility in Lawrenceville. Recently ranked as number one in Georgia for SAT 

performance, the school features five engineering labs, 14 science labs, two lecture halls, and an 

emerging technology department similar to entrepreneurial incubator programs found at the 

Georgia Institute of Technology and Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

     The Gwinnett County Public Schools Foundation Fund, Inc. is a nonprofit 501C3 charitable 

organization dedicated to enhancing and expanding the academic initiatives of Gwinnett students.  

 

     

To become a partner of Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology or to learn 

more about the programs of the Gwinnett County Public Schools Foundation Fund, Inc., 

contact Kelly Herndon, the Foundation’s executive director,  

at 678-301-6077, or visit  www.gcps-foundation.org  
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