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Osborne Middle and Peachtree Ridge High:  
“Georgia Schools of Excellence”  
 
     The prestigious title “Georgia School of Excellence” was recently presented to 

two Gwinnett schools—Osborne Middle and Peachtree Ridge High. State 

Superintendent of Schools Kathy Cox recently announced that both schools had 

earned the title, recognizing them for the work they have done to improve student 

achievement. Both Gwinnett schools are part of the group of 27 Georgia schools 

which have shown the greatest improvement or highest achievement across the state. 

     “This award is a meaningful recognition of what the students, teachers, and 

parents have accomplished together,” says Mr. John Campbell, Osborne Middle’s 

principal. “It also serves as an impetus to continue our quest to become recognized as 

a ‘world class’ school.” Peachtree Ridge High’s principal, Dr. Kevin Tashlein, also 

recognizes the efforts of his school community, considering the progress they have 

made together in a short period of time. “As a relatively young school,” he says, “this 

recognition is tangible evidence that we are making progress toward our vision of 

preparing students for success in a dynamic global environment.” 

     The Georgia Schools of Excellence awards are granted in two categories, with one 

school from each congressional district chosen in the following categories: 

• Top 10%: Schools that are in the top 10% of schools in Georgia as measured 

by assessments in reading and mathematics. 

• Greatest Gains: Schools that demonstrate greatest continuous gains in student 

achievement for the past three years in reading and mathematics. 

     Both Osborne Middle and Peachtree Ridge High earned recognition in the  

“Greatest Gains” category, meaning that compared to other schools in Georgia, 

Osborne Middle and Peachtree Ridge High had the greatest improvement in the 

subjects of reading and mathematics. 
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     In addition to the support the school has from parents and the community, 

Principal John Campbell believes Osborne Middle continues to make progress due to 

the school’s focus on literacy, “At Osborne, we believe teaching students to become 

good writers helps them organize, extend, and deepen information as well as 

understand ideas and gain insights from reading. We have made a multi-year 

commitment to teach both reading comprehension and writing to demonstrate 

understanding in all four core subjects.” 

     At Peachtree Ridge High, Dr. Tashlein points to an improvement plan embraced 

by their community as a factor to their success. He explains, “We believe that our 

students’ academic successes can be directly linked to our schoolwide focus on 

engaging bell-to-bell instruction; helping all teachers and leaders plan for improved 

student learning; and developing effective safety nets for all Peachtree Ridge High 

School students. We have a very supportive community and will continue to work on 

strengthening our K-12 perspective throughout the Peachtree Ridge cluster schools.” 

     Osborne Middle and Peachtree Ridge High join a growing list of Gwinnett schools 

which have been recognized as Georgia Schools of Excellence. In 2008, Brookwood 

High was presented with the honor.  

     This year’s Georgia Schools of Excellence will be honored at a banquet on 

February 5 at the Georgia International Convention Center in Atlanta.  
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