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Science ‘toys’ build lots of learning
Plastic building blocks— favorite rainy-weekend toys for children— have another life in
science and technology education… This year marked the first that Gwinnett middle
school students participated in the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and
Technology) LEGO League state tournament. Students at Frank N. Osborne Middle and
Snellville Middle tackled the challenge of designing and building LEGO robots to complete
prescribed tasks with a “No Limits” theme, focused on overcoming physical disabilities.
The LEGO robots simulated activities that might be difficult for a person with disabilities,
such as pushing chairs up to a table, climbing stairs, feeding pets, throwing a ball into a
hoop, and opening a gate. “I’m really proud of all the kids,” says Osborne Teacher Jessica
Adams. “It was an amazing experience and we’re all looking forward to next year.” The
LEGO League is the younger sister of the FIRST Robotics contest. Collins Hill, Norcross,
Peachtree Ridge, Shiloh, and South Gwinnett high schools all have robotics teams.

At right: Students work at the competition table during the LEGO League state tournament.
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GCPS science curriculum builds inquiring minds
Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students are actively
engaged in science experiences that build and enhance their
academic knowledge and skills. Learn more in these profiles.

Learning outside the classroom walls
In elementary schools throughout the county, students go into

the wild to see for themselves some of the scientific principles
they learn about in class. At Rebecca Minor Elementary, all
grade levels use an outdoor classroom to get up close and
personal with nature. An observation deck, donated by an area
business, extends into the wetlands and gives students a pan-
oramic view. Students have designed and built a butterfly garden,
observed swarms of migrating hummingbirds, and worked with
the Adopt-A-Stream program to monitor Beaver Ruin Creek,
which runs through
the school grounds
and wetlands area.
Teacher Kathy
Barrett recently was
awarded a Watchable
Wildlife Grant for
almost $5,000 to
provide teacher
training, resource
materials, and
equipment like
binoculars. One of the resulting activities, Moon Over Minor, is
an overnight family camping experience. Families studied the
stars, listened to wildlife at night, explored water resources, and
observed birds.

Grant gives head start on new curriculum
A $295,000 grant is helping Gwinnett teachers prepare for

the new Georgia science curriculum, which changes the order
in which middle school students learn about science topics.
Through a Georgia Tech partnership, almost 60 teachers are
taking courses to learn content knowledge and teaching
strategies to help with next year’s changes when 6th graders
begin studying earth sciences instead of learning about motion,
light, and other physical science concepts. The teachers then
will develop instructional modules to share with fellow teach-
ers at their local schools. By 2007–08, all middle schoolers will
be studying the new standards for earth science, life science,
and physical science, taught in grades 6, 7, and 8 respectively.

CSI: Gwinnett
The victim, a paper cutout with fake hair, never knew what

hit him, but teen crime scene investigators will. In a new Foren-
sic Science elective, students look at properties of crime scene
finds like blood, DNA, drugs, documents, bullets, glass, soil/
sand, fiber, and hair. Class experiments range from gathering
fingerprints to analyzing blood spatters. “I wanted to take
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advantage of the interest in the popular crime science investiga-
tion shows to keep students interested in and learning about
science as they develop critical-thinking and problem-solving
skills,” says Teacher Sandy Peterson, who developed and
piloted the class at Parkview High. Visiting experts give students
a real-life understanding of subjects, such as arson, that don’t
lend themselves to classroom experiments. Students also learn
about investigation techniques, facial reconstruc-
tion, autopsies, and famous cases. The School
Board recently approved materials so the class
can be offered in other Gwinnett high schools.

Science learning is looking up
A recent acquisition in the Grayson cluster has students

looking up at the night sky. STARLAB is a teaching tool that
goes from duffel bag to portable planetarium in just 15 minutes.

Some 45 students fit comfortably into the STARLAB— a
silver, igloo-shaped object that measures 16 feet wide and 10
feet tall. Students gaze up at projected constellations or other
science-themed illustrations like animal cells. The dome isn’t
limited to science. It can serve as a visual center for movies and
slide presentations. And social studies lessons have students
traveling with Lewis and Clark or learning about the Civil War.

Pharr Elementary Teachers Kristy Beam and Staley Smith
spearheaded fundraising efforts to cover the $25,000 price tag
for STARLAB, with help from PTA contributions from Grayson
area schools, a cluster foundation grant, and business donations.

“The children are mesmerized when lights dim and the images
come up in the planetarium all around them,” says Ms. Smith.
More than 50 Grayson cluster teachers are trained to use the lab.

Instructional elements in science curriculum
K–12 students in Gwinnett observe, classify, develop hypoth-

eses, experiment, collect and observe data, draw conclusions,
and discover. Developing these science skills allows students to
participate in the scientific process while learning essential
academic knowledge. You’ll find four important elements running
through all levels of science instruction in the school system…
• Incorporating real-world application— At all levels, students

apply the concepts they’re learning and see the real-world
implications. Concepts take on meaning that goes beyond the
textbook when students are active learners.

• Integrating reading and writing strategies— GCPS stresses
reading and writing skills across the curriculum, and science
is no exception. Learning to read and write about science is
one more step in mastering the subject and communicating
thoughts effectively.

• Emphasizing critical-thinking skills— Encouraging students
to evaluate situations helps them to develop critical-thinking
and problem-solving skills.

• Structuring lessons that are inquiry-based—  Why is the sky
blue? Do animals dream? You know that children love to ask
questions. We encourage this urge to discover throughout the
academic experience.

CHECK OUT
EVERYDAY

SCIENCE TIPS
ON PAGE 4.

Above: Students test water from the creek.
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Superintendent’s Message

Honor celebrates our collective achievements
A leader who achieves any measure of success rarely accomplishes it alone. Every triumph, every reward, is earned

through the collective efforts of the people he or she works with and works for, and they all share in the leader’s
recognition. That is why being named a finalist for “2005 National Superintendent of the Year” meant so much to me.
Standing on stage in San Antonio, Texas, on February 18, I knew that my accolades belong as well to all the colleagues
I have been associated with during nine years as CEO/superintendent of Gwinnett County Public Schools.

What brought me to that honored moment was the cumulative result of all we have achieved together in educating
Gwinnett’s children. Our teachers and employees are the best in the business, and our parents and citizens value high-
quality public schools. We are blessed with excellent governance by the Gwinnett County Board of Education and
visible support from our business, governmental, and religious communities. We have been successful in keeping
student achievement high, managing unparalleled growth and change, and remaining financially strong in difficult
economic times. I truly feel it was Gwinnett County Public Schools that earned this prestigious honor, one I had the
privilege of accepting on behalf of us all.

While I am pleased to be named Georgia’s Superintendent of the Year and one of four national finalists, the highest
prize and my greatest honor is this: I am beginning my tenth year as CEO/superintendent of Gwinnett County Public
Schools. No state or national prize can come close to matching the satisfaction and rewards I experience every day
serving this great organization.

J. Alvin Wilbanks, CEO/Superintendent

Classroom market
Recently, K. E. Taylor Elementary 3rd graders applied

their economics studies to raise money for abandoned
animals in the community. Students funded the Puppy
Chow for People project with a “loan” for materials.
Division of labor meant some students developed posters
and video advertisements, while others hawked their
chocolatey-peanut butter snack for $1 a bag. Cooks and
baggers produced the goodies, which were consumed
by… consumers. After repaying the loan from profits, the
children donated $79 to the Humane Society. “It’s a fun,
hands-on way to learn,” says Teacher Sara Schear.

‘Play money’ yields real learning
Nearly 1,350 Gwinnett students, of all ages, are playing

the market this spring. The Georgia Council of Economic
Education sponsors the Stock Market Game, an online
simulation in which students invest an imaginary $100,000
on Wall Street over 10 weeks. Students research companies,
subtract fees from their phantom funds, and buy and trade
their stocks. “The students learn first hand how volatile the
market can be,” says Gary Petmecky, a Parkview High
teacher. “After the game is over, they tend to see that the
stock market is a long-term investment.” Another project,
an eye-opening unit on personal finance, gives students a
better feel for the financial realities that lie ahead as they try
to balance projected income to expected costs of housing,
transportation, and other household expenses.

Hands-on economics, everyday examples key to learning
The business of history

A railroad can change a sleepy
town into a metropolis. A successful
business venture can help write a
region’s place in history. Geography

and population distribution can determine a state’s eco-
nomic future. Studying the state’s history, 8th graders at
Frank N. Osborne Middle explore the historical contribu-
tions of Georgia business… from a famous sodamaker
with a global megapresence to the companies that built
Atlanta into the South’s transportation hub.

“To infuse economic concepts into Georgia Studies
enhances understanding of the history, geography, and
government of our state,” says Teacher Helene Brown.
“This understanding of economic growth and its impact
builds a foundation for the study of economics in high
school.”

Lifelong decision-makers
Bad habits start early when it comes to financial matters,

experts say. The average college freshman gets offers for
eight credit cards her first week on campus. And students
without a grounding in personal finance are unprepared to
budget, live within their means, and use credit wisely.

Teacher Jim O’Neill of Brookwood High says it’s
important for his students to develop an appreciation for
financial possibilities and pitfalls before they’re on their
own. He shares articles about money management from
business journals and consumer magazines to get teens
thinking about financial security and the impact of their
decisions. He says, “I want students to understand they
can become financially secure if they become investors
early in life.”

Prepared for the future:

The economics of learning about finance
Any parent who has shelled out cash for new sneakers, the hot new

video game, or enough groceries to satisfy a teenager’s ever-growing
appetite knows a little something about the “consumption of goods.”
The daily realities of economics are just part of the study that goes on
at every grade level in Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) as
students get a taste of age-appropriate economic and financial
education.

“Students’ understanding of economics, personal finance, and
making good decisions is critical as they become the consumers,
workers, investors, and citizens of tomorrow in a pretty complex
financial world,” says Debbie Daniell, GCPS social studies coordi-
nator. “Throughout GCPS’ K–12 social studies curriculum, our
teachers introduce and expand on economics concepts, showing
students the economic impact of historical events, people, and places, and the impact of history on the economy.”

Georgia is one of 14 states that require students to pass a high school course in economics to graduate. Gwinnett’s
Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) curriculum (aligned with state standards) begins this economic focus with the
youngest students, building on that knowledge up to the economics course they’ll take as high school seniors.

GCPS elementary and middle school teachers weave economics and financial
concepts into their social studies classes, while older students benefit from a

stand-alone economics class. Hands-on activities, role-playing, and games help
the concepts stick, as do everyday examples of good (and poor) financial planning.

Above: A budding entrepreneur
at Walnut Grove Elementary

shows off his inventory and profits.

Left: Walnut Grove students,
armed with varying amounts of
play money, participated in a
simulated marketplace game.
Through the exercise, the children
learned how classroom supply-
and-demand affects the “price” for
jump ropes, jacks, and other
goodies. “Just like real life, the
children had to make choices,”
says Teacher Melisa Eisele.
Lessons learned? One student
said, “I learned not to spend my
money on things I don’t need.”
Another said, “I learned that a
person can buy something and
then sell it for a higher price. I
wish I had thought of that!”

Economics and
financial education
concepts
So, what concepts will
your child learn about in
economics and personal
finance?

• Fundamentals get the ball
rolling. Students become
familiar with terms like scarcity,
production, natural resources,
and the like, as they compare
economic systems.

• Microeconomics looks at the
roles of consumers and busi-
ness in the economy.

• Macroeconomics focuses on
the role of government and the
impact of policy and regulation.

• International economics notes
the interdependence of nations
and the role of trade in the global
economy.

• Personal finance covers
essential life skills— such as
spending and savings choices,
investment and credit decisions,
and financial risk-manage-
ment— as students learn about
how they’ll fit into the economy.

LOOK FOR
KID-FRIENDLY
ECONOMICS
ON PAGE 4.

WWWWWLinks Locker
Look at these Web sites for

additional information on items
found in this newsletter…

Gwinnett County Public Schools Web site:
http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

Ga. Department of Education Web site:
http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/



www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us Spring 2005  Communiqué

Looking for ways to stay
connected with GCPS?
• Watch GCPS TV on these cable network

providers:
Comcast Channel 24
Charter Channel 22
BellSouth Channel 21
Adelphia Channel 20*
*Channel 97 without a converter.

• Visit our Web site at
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

• Sign up for the school system’s e-mail
newsletter. Subscribe to this bimonthly
e-newsletter on the GCPS Web site, or
check out the most recent issue in the e-
news archives.

Area Board Meetings set in April
Employees and citizens have five

opportunities in April to hear about pro-
posed budget plans for 2005–06 and
discuss education topics with their elected
officials in a public forum. One meeting is
scheduled in each of the School Board
members’ districts. Area Board Meetings
are set for…
• April 12, Louise Radloff’s District V

meeting, hosted by Berkmar HS;
• April 19, Daniel Seckinger’s District II

meeting, hosted by Mill Creek HS;
• April 21, Dr. Robert McClure’s District IV

meeting, hosted by South Gwinnett HS;
• April 26, Carole Boyce’s District I meet-

ing, hosted by Grayson HS; and
• April 28, Dr. Mary Kay Murphy’s District III

meeting, hosted by Norcross HS.
The program will begin at 7 p.m. in the

host school’s theater. Refreshments will be
served, beginning at 6:30 p.m. Staff and
community members are encouraged to
attend their area meeting to learn more
about cluster-specific issues, but are
welcome at any of the five meetings.

Top staff, students, schools
honored on Web and TV

If accolades are a measure of success,
the staff, students, and schools of Gwinnett
County Public Schools continue to be
exceedingly successful. The school system
celebrates successes at the local, regional,
state, national, even international levels.
Check out GCPS TV and the GCPS Web
site (www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us) to learn more
about student delegates to national
conferences, test perfection, Georgia’s
superintendent of the year and a finalist for
national superintendent of the year, a 2005
Georgia School of Excellence in Student
Achievement, top administrators for the arts,
a state Teacher of the Year finalist, STAR
teachers and students, board-certified
teachers, high-achieving academic teams
and individuals, stellar music programs, top
program certification, kudos for schools,
and system honors. Check your local
school Web site or local newsletters for
school honors.

NOW HIRING
Gwinnett County Public Schools is
accepting applications for certified

and classified positions.

Call (678) 377-8909
to request an application or visit

“Career Opportunities” at
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

POSITIONS INCLUDE...

Teachers  •  School Nutrition Staff

Bus Drivers  •  Substitutes

Watch our Web site and GCPS TV for
current employment opportunities!

GCPS is an equal opportunity employer.

Summer school gives more time, opportunity to learn
Students who struggle academically can benefit from more time and different ways of learning. That’s the

strategy behind GCPS’ free K–8 Academic Summer School for students on academic contracts. Qualifying
elementary and middle schools students will attend the sessions June 21 to July 13, with holidays July 4–5. Ses-
sions are conducted at most schools, except for those with planned summer construction. High School Summer
Classes for credit will be available at three locations— Berkmar High, Peachtree Ridge High, and Shiloh High—
or online. Classes run June 9 to July 14 (July 4–5 holidays) and are open to students who want to get ahead or
make up a class. High school classes have a fee. Watch e-News and the Web site for more information.

GCPS’ 5-year enrollment forecast calls for continued growth
In an education-focused community like this one, it’s no surprise that quality schools are a key factor when families

(and companies) are making a decision about where to live, work, and do business in metro Atlanta. As a result,
GCPS’ student enrollment continues to climb. The most recent five-year enrollment forecast calls for more than
142,000 students for 2005–06, an increase of more than 6,000 students. In case you’re curious… GCPS expects
nearly 163,000 students by the 2009–10 school year.

Budget process kicks into gear
Just as state officials review revenue and spending plans for education in Georgia, so are local officials eyeing

the budget picture for GCPS. Budget proposals from GCPS divisions and feedback from advisory groups were
considered in the development of CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks’s recommended FY 2006 budget,
submitted to the School Board earlier this month. Here’s a rundown of key dates in the process:
• April 16 and 19: Board budget work sessions, open to the public
• April 19: Tentative budget adoption
• April 25: Tentative budget available for review
• May 5 and 12: Public hearings
• May 12: Final adoption of budget

Typically, the Board sets the millage rate in June using an updated tax digest from Gwinnett County officials.

Support center addresses system needs
In November 2004, the Gwinnett County Board of Educa-

tion approved the purchase and renovation of an existing
manufacturing facility to house the school system’s instruc-
tional and support personnel. The new Instructional Support
Center (ISC) will result in three tangible benefits for stu-
dents, employees, and Gwinnett taxpayers. It will:
• Ensure support for the school system’s core mission, its

main business of teaching and learning.
• Provide adequate and appropriate facilities for district

employees whose work supports the local schools.
• Allow the system to free up current space that can be

used for systemwide programs and services, making
better use of existing facilities to meet other student
needs.

Over the last seven years GCPS has set records in the
number of classrooms it has opened, and every project in the
2002 building program will be completed as scheduled. The
purchase of this facility and its transformation into an In-
structional Support Center is a tremendous opportunity that
allows the school system to secure much-needed space for
system employees at a cost that is well below the market
price for such a facility.

Above: The Instructional Support Center, located
at 437 Old Peachtree Road in Suwanee is easy to
access from major roadways including Interstate
85, Sugarloaf Parkway, Lawrenceville-Suwanee
Road, or Old Peachtree Road. GCPS officials
anticipate that the facility will be ready to house
support staff in the late fall of 2005. That timeline
allows the system to renovate current system
facilities so they are ready for use by teachers and
students in systemwide programs when school
begins in August 2006. Those systemwide programs
serve special education students with exceptional
needs, students with few or no English-language
skills, children in pre-K, and students who are
temporarily removed from their home schools due
to disciplinary action.

2005–06 student calendar available online
Mark these key dates on your calendar or go online (www.gwinnett.k12kga.us) to get a copy of the GCPS 2005–06

school calendar. It’s a fact that regular attendance has a positive influence on student achievement. Our schools are
committed to helping students achieve at their highest levels. As a result, teachers and administrators will commu-
nicate with you regularly about the importance of attendance, working with parents to address attendance issues.

August 8, 2005 First day of school
September 5, 2005 Labor Day holiday
October 7 and 10, 2005 Student holidays
November 9–10, 2005 K–8 Early release for parent-teacher conferences
November 23–25, 2005 Thanksgiving holidays
Dec. 19–30, 2005 Winter Break
January 2–3, 2006 Student holidays
January 16, 2006 Martin Luther King, Jr., holiday
February 8–9, 2006 K–8 Early release for parent-teacher conferences
February 20, 2006 Student holiday or snow make-up day (Priority 1)
March 10, 2006 Student holiday
March 13, 2006 Student holiday or snow make-up day (Priority 2)
April 3–7, 2006 Spring Break
April 14, 2006 Student holiday
May 24, 2006 Last day of school
May 25, 2006 Snow make-up day (Priority 3), if needed

GCPS Bulletin Board
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Tips and tidbits for parents… essential education partners

The mission of Gwinnett County Public Schools is to pursue excellence in academic knowledge, skills,
and behavior for each student, resulting in measured improvement against local, national, and world-class standards.

4benefits to learning another language
Learning another language is your child’s pass-
port to the world! All traditional Gwinnett high
schools offer at least four languages— French,
German, Latin, and Spanish. Although foreign lan-
guage is not offered systemwide at the elementary
and middle school levels, a number of Gwinnett
schools provide foreign language study for K–8
students. Learning a foreign language leads to…

1. Increased academic performance…
Experts say that studying a foreign language can
improve reasoning and critical-thinking abilities.
Students gain stronger language skills in English as
they learn the grammatical structure and vocabu-
lary of another language.  With advanced lan-
guage instruction, language learners often benefit
with higher scores on standardized tests.

2. Preparation for college… Georgia students
need at least two years of a foreign language to earn a college-prep or combination diploma,
and to be admitted to most colleges. (Some schools ask for three, even four years!) What’s
more, studies show that students with three or more years in a rigorous foreign language
program are more likely to earn better grades in college and are less likely to drop out. Plus,
high school foreign language classes prepare students for advanced instruction in college.

3. Competitive edge in the marketplace… In a global marketplace, knowing another
language and being able to communicate with others around the world can open doors.

4. Personal satisfaction… Learning about other cultures helps students expand their
personal horizons. Studying a new language and communicating with people in their own
language— for travel, for business, or just for fun— can be enriching.

Above: Shiloh High Spanish students
practice speaking and listening skills in a
language lab activity. The School Board
recently approved language labs for use in
all Gwinnett high schools, starting next fall,
pending approval of the 2005–06 budget.

Parent-student activities abound in GCPS
Schools across Gwinnett plan special events to bring

parents into their child’s classroom. From International
Nights to parenting workshops and from college fairs to
community speakers, these events strengthen the home-
school link. Watch for an invitation to join in the fun and
learning at your child’s school!

Above: Parents visit with a representative from Gwinnett
Parks and Recreation during the Parent Fair held at
Lawrenceville Elementary. More than 85 families
attended the event, held on a recent parent-teacher
conference day. With 26 booths, the fair was a one-stop
event where parents got a chance to talk to subject-area
teachers, counselors, representatives from the cafeteria
and transportation staffs, as well as vendors and
representatives from community agencies.

5 strategies to enhance economics and financial education at home
• Ask about what your child is learning at school and point out examples as you shop, watch television, or

read together. Check out the grade-level AKS in the social studies curriculum. If trade is the topic, point out
“made in” labels at the clothing store. Learning about the stock market? Research a favorite toy company or
restaurant. Then, follow the company’s stock in the business pages. Talk about TV ads and their impact on your
own buying habits to coincide with classroom lessons on the marketplace.

• Help your child learn to budget and save money from an allowance, gifts, or a job. Look at a plan for short- and
long-term savings. Depending on your child’s age, he may be saving for a new skateboard, a car, or college.
The key is regular deposits and learning to “pay yourself first.”

• Include your child in family financial discussions.
When discussing family finances with your child, help
her see the process for deciding what you can and
can’t afford, and trade-offs involved. Bust the myth that
“money grows on trees” by showing that adults
budget and save, too.

• With your older children, be blunt. Without a house
payment and other adult responsibilities, high-
schoolers with jobs may have more spending money
than their parents. Talk about the true costs of running
a household. When you tell your son, again, to close
the door or turn out the lights, show him a utility bill so
he knows why! Discuss the dangers of credit cards.
Let him watch you shred all those tempting, but
unneeded, credit card and loan offers.

• It’s never too early to talk about… retirement. From
the very first paycheck, teens need to be thinking
ahead. The earlier workers start building a nest egg,
the more secure their financial future. Your child will
look to you as a model.

TIPS

Thanks to the following teachers, who
shared tips in this issue of Communiqué:

Sallie Barrett of Richard Hull Middle;
Patricia Caldwell of Richard Hull Middle;
Melisa Eisele of Walnut Grove Elementary;

David Jahner, GCPS foreign language coordinator;
Jim O’Neill of Brookwood High;

Gary Petmecky of Parkview High;
Debi Shane of Arcado Elementary; and
Sara Schear of K. E. Taylor Elementary.

TIPsters

After a late night with a fussy baby, you might have wished that your newborn had come with an instruction manual.
 Of course, instructions also might come in handy for your school-aged children when it comes to education issues…
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10 ways to keep
inquiring minds curious

 When you think about it, science is
everywhere… Cooking is one big experi-
ment, with ingredients and heat fueling the
chemical and physical changes that result
in your dinner. Tadpoles “magically” morph
into frogs in the backyard pond… that’s
biology. Frost on the windshield? Dewpoint
and temperature are at work. Here are 10
ideas for reinforcing science learning at
home. Need more? Ask your child’s
science teacher!

Nature walks with a mission: Listen…
are those natural sounds or manmade?
Look for signs of animal life. Collect and
compare leaves.

Amusing wait: Waiting in line at an
amusement park? Discuss the potential
and kinetic energy of the ride. Where is
the greatest amount of potential energy
on that loopity-loop rollercoaster?

Weather watchers: Track weather
conditions for a week. What was the total
precipitation for the week? The difference
between the high and low temperature
each day? Which day was the warmest?

Hot fun, cool places: And on a day that’s
going to be a scorcher, go to a cool
museum! Find family science activities in
the area at www.eeingeorgia.org/content/
ee/docs/EEA_Region2.pdf.

Science fun, answers online: Together,
explore the NASA for Kids site at
http://kids.msfc.nasa.gov/. Have a
burning science question? Visit
www.nsdl.org/asknsdl. Experts will
answer via email.

Discover some good science books, TV
show, films: Think science when you
visit your local library. Check the listings
for science-related specials and
programs on the Discovery Channel, a
local PBS station, and GCPS TV. Check
out a nature video like Winged Migration.
Go see one of the IMAX science movies.

Recycle: With your child, collect plastic,
aluminum, and steel recyclables for
home pick-up, or drop off recyclables at
the county center on Satellite Blvd.

Rotten for a reason: Turn kitchen and
yard waste into deep, rich mulch for your
garden or lawn. Contact the local
extension service or Gwinnett Clean and
Beautiful for more about composting.

Growing together: Plant a tree. Set out
bulbs. Start a garden or a window box.

Keep your eyes on the sky.  Head away
from city lights for the best view of the
night sky. A book or planisphere will help
you identify the stars and planets. Keep a
record of the moon’s phases and
location in the sky. Watch for upcoming
sky events such as meteor showers or
eclipses. (Be sure to follow safety rules;
never look directly at the sun).

This section of Communiqué is designed to share some suggestions for enhancing your role as an essential partner in your child’s education.
From homework helps and parental involvement tips to science fun and language benefits, through this page, we’ll try to help you build your own “instruction
manual” to support your child’s learning. Topics you’d like to learn more about? Send a note to GCPS Communiqué, P.O. Box 343, Lawrenceville, GA 30046-
0343, or send an email to GwinnettSchoolsE-News@gwinnett.k12.ga.us. (In between issues of Communiqué, watch for more tips on the Web and in e-News.)


