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Riverside Elementary’s Jeffers  
named Georgia’s top social studies teacher 
 
     The Georgia Council for the Social Studies (GCSS) selected a Gwinnett County 

Public Schools (GCPS) teacher as the state’s top social studies educator for 2009. 

Melisa Jeffers, who teaches fourth grade at Riverside Elementary, was named the 

“2009 Outstanding Social Studies Educator.” The 20-year veteran Gwinnett teacher 

was honored with the state’s top title during the National Council for the Social 

Studies annual conference in November. 

     “I am incredibly honored,” says Ms. Jeffers of receiving the award. “It is always 

an honor to be recognized by your leaders and peers.”  

     Ms. Jeffers was selected for the contributions she has made to the teaching of 

social studies. Known for her initiative, she has participated in a number of 

districtwide social studies projects such as the Gateway assessment program, 

adoption of instructional materials, and curriculum reviews. Passionate about her 

work, she says, “I rarely miss an opportunity to participate in anything involving 

Social Studies. GCPS allows teachers the opportunity to go beyond the classroom 

and share their love of learning and teaching with others. I am forever grateful for 

both the personal and professional opportunities that have been given to me here in 

Gwinnett.” 

     Melisa Jeffers joined Gwinnett County Public Schools in 1989 as a substitute 

teacher at McKendree Elementary. Upon completing a degree in Early Childhood 

Education from Oglethorpe University in 1993, she began teaching fourth grade at 

Walnut Grove Elementary. Thirteen years later, she moved to Riverside Elementary 

where she has taught for five years. Ms. Jeffers also holds a master’s degree in 

Elementary Reading and Literacy from Walden University. She is a product of GCPS 

having graduated from Central Gwinnett High.  
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