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North Gwinnett MS and Osborne MS: 
GCPS students take top two spots on State Writing Test   
 
     Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students have once again 

outperformed their peers across Georgia in this year’s Grade 8 State Writing Test, 

with students at Osborne Middle and North Gwinnett Middle topping the state 

results. Osborne Middle’s mean scaled score of 242.07 was the highest of any school 

in Georgia followed by North Gwinnett Middle students who earned a mean scaled 

score of 242.03. In all, the scores of seven Gwinnett middle schools were in the top 

20 scores statewide. Those schools are:  

School Mean Scaled Score Where This Score Ranks 
Statewide 

Osborne Middle  242.07 1 

North Gwinnett Middle 242.03 2 

Trickum Middle 239.17 8 

Twin Rivers Middle 234.46 14 

Crews Middle 231.96 16 

Bay Creek Middle 231.58 17 

McConnell Middle 231.52 18 

 

     Close to 12,000 (11,922) students took the test this year raising the district’s 

passing rate across the board. Overall, the school system’s average passing rate 

increased from 91 percent in 2010 to 93 percent in 2011. Of those students, 14 

percent of Gwinnett students scored in the “Exceeds” performance level compared to 

five percent statewide. 

     This writing assessment represents essential literacy skill development in the four 

domains for ideas, organization, style, and conventions from either an expository or 

persuasive prompt.  Therefore, GCPS views the results as a reflection of academic 

rigor across the curriculum through integration of comprehension, creativity, and 

fluency of written expression, incorporating analysis, synthesis, and critical thinking.  

These fundamental literacy skills are an essential part of an academic program of 

college and career readiness. The skills reflected in the content of the test are 

included in the GCPS Academic Knowledge and Skills curriculum. 
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