
State plan for college-, 
career-readiness approved

On Feb. 9, federal education officials 
approved the state’s newly developed 
College and Career Ready Performance 
Index (CCRPI) as Georgia’s measure 
for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), 
starting in the 2012–13 school year. The 
index will measure progress on ac-
countability indicators such as content 
mastery, student attendance, and the 
next level of preparation. Indicators 
vary by grade and school level and align 
with measures of college- and career- 
readiness. Under the waiver granted by 
the U.S. Department of Education, the 
CCRPI replaces provisions of the fed-
eral No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act.

“The state’s waiver will address sev-
eral concerns Georgia’s schools had re-
garding NCLB/AYP requirements,” says 
GCPS CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks. 
“While the waiver removes the require-
ment that all students be proficient 
in reading and math by 2014, there is 
accountability that students will be pre-
pared for college and careers and that 
schools will be focused on improving 
achievement among all students. That 
is consistent with our efforts in Gwin-
nett to close the achievement gap and 
ensure success for all students.”

He notes that the broad,  
comprehensive indicators in 
the approved index provide  
a more realistic picture 
of how schools are  
performing.

Look for the link for 
Communiqué online on 

the GCPS website:  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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GCPS to align AKS to Common Core State Standards

Tech and career ed path to 
future success for many

On March 1, the school system’s GEMS Oversight Committee— made up of GCPS 
leaders, school staff, and community members— will review Georgia’s adopted Com-
mon Core State Standards (CCSS), ensuring that the CCSS reflect a comprehensive 
and appropriate curriculum for teaching and learning in Gwinnett. For the 2012–13 
school year, the district’s Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) will be aligned to the 
state-adopted CCSS in the areas of mathematics (K–9), language arts (K–12), and lit-
eracy standards in science, social studies, and technical education for middle and high 
school students. Students in grades 10–12 during 2012–13 will complete their math-
ematics sequence based on the current Georgia Performance Standards. 

Many states collaborated in developing the CCSS, identifying the key concepts nec-
essary for success in college and careers. The state’s Common Core is a natural fit 
with Gwinnett’s rigorous, world-class AKS curriculum and its long-standing focus 
on problem-solving, technical reading and writing, and integrating content areas. 
The CCSS emphasizes problem-solving and a conceptual understanding of math-
ematics operations, as well as reading and writing in the content areas. Watch for 
more about the Common Core State Standards in future publications and online.

More than 70,000 students participate 
in technical education classes in 
Gwinnett— from engineering and 
computer classes in the district’s middle 
and high schools to more specialized programs 
offered through Maxwell High School of 
Technology and the technical education 
programs at Grayson High. At right, a 
Grayson student explores the creative 
and technical challenges of commercial 
photography. Check out 
the online Communiqué 
magazine to learn more 
about career-based 
programs that put GCPS 
students on the path to 
their future.
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Not so long ago, a high school 
diploma still opened the door to 
a variety of jobs at a decent wage. 
Not today. The Information Age 
and global marketplace demand 
a broader range and depth of 
knowledge and a different 
set of skills…a skill set that 
students may start building 
in high school but one that 
will require postsecondary 
work, whether a certification 
program, a trade school, a 
two-year technical college, 
or a four-year university 
degree and beyond. 

So, how does the high 
school experience in Gwin-
nett bolster college- and 
career-readiness? Career and 
technical education can offer 
a window into the future, 
giving students a chance to 
“try on” different fields or 
discover a true passion and get a jump 
on postsecondary learning and career.

More than 70,000 students participate 
in career-focused classes offered at the 
middle and high schools levels, primar-
ily in areas such as marketing, business, 

computer science, engineer-
ing, and family and 
consumer science. 

Specialized programs 
at Maxwell High School 

of Technology and the 
Grayson High Technical 

Education Program use 
state-of-the-art equip-

ment for hands-on learn-
ing in diverse fields— from 

Veterinary Science to Weld-
ing and Graphic Design to 
Aviation.

Industry certification 
puts a stamp of approval on 
tech ed programs that are 
aligned with workplace 
standards and boast 
high-quality instruc-
tors and equipment, 
and industry sup-
port. Students in 
some courses take 

a culminating exam, finishing 
high school studies with an 
industry-recognized certificate 
or endorsement. 

Articulation agreements with 
technical colleges and dual-

enrollment programs allow students in 
select disciplines to complete work in 
high school and receive college credit or 
exempt entry-level classes. And, stu-
dents can pursue real-world experience 
through work-based learning, coopera-
tive placements, internships, and appren-
ticeships. Nearly 5,000 students partici-
pate in related student organizations.

In addition, Georgia high school 
students have the opportunity to test 
drive a possible career by pursuing a 
Career Pathway. Pathways are a concen-
tration of three to four technical and/or 
academic courses that offer a seamless 
path to postsecondary work in college 

or technical school in a designated 
field— for instance, Computing, 
Music Technology, Construc-
tion, Accounting, and Health 
Science. The state is expanding 

the program to develop dozens 
of new Pathways— such as 
Visual Arts, National Secu-
rity, and Energy— under 
17 broad Career Clusters. 
Watch for more on these 
options for future gradu-
ates as Georgia’s Pathways 
program takes shape.

GCPS students get a jump on future with career skills

Check out stories on 
robotics, language 

study, project-based 
learning, and more in 

this issue of   
Communiqué online. 
Look for the link on the 

GCPS website:  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us

265 words

We 
heard 
you!  This fall, survey 
respondents said they liked 
the new online “magazine” 
format for Communiqué but 
had some technical issues 
with the digital document. 
So, we’re trying something 
new— an online publishing 
solution that will allow 
readers to flip pages, zoom 
in for easy-to-read type, click 
links, and print. Please take 
the reader survey and let us 
know what you think.

Mark Your Calendar
Attend Area Board Meetings

Each spring, the Gwinnett County 
Board of Education goes on the road, 
meeting once in each Board member’s 
district. The meetings are a time for the 
School Board to share information with 
the public and for citizens to discuss edu-
cation topics with their elected officials. 

As a result of the 2010 U.S. Census, 
new district lines were required to be 
drawn for the School Board. The area 
meetings are organized by these new 
Board districts. 

Note: The change in district lines does 
not affect attendance zones for schools 
or boundaries for clusters. Find the new 

boundary lines on the GCPS website at 
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us.

All Area Board Meetings begin at  
7 p.m. in the host school’s theater, with 
refreshments served at 6:30 p.m. Meet-
ings are scheduled for the following dates 
and locations:
 March 27: District IV, 

South Gwinnett High

 March 29: District I, Dacula High

 April 10: District II, 
Collins Hill High

 April 12: District V, 
Meadowcreek High

 April 17: District III, Duluth High

Register for HS summer school
High school students now can regis-

ter online for face-to-face summer classes 
(www.mypaymentsplus.com) and online 

summer school (www.gwinnettonlinecampus.
com). Online registration closes June 4. 
Classes run June 12–July 11 for face-to-
face, and June 11–July 10 for online.

GOC registration through Feb. 29
Gwinnett County Online Campus (GOC), 

Gwinnett’s full-time online learning 
option, is accepting registrations for the 
2012–13 school year through Feb. 29 for 
students in grades 6–12. Learn more at 
www.gwinnettonlinecampus.com/goc/.



Bulletin Board
Awards and honors abound

Gwinnett’s students, staff members, and 
schools garner their share of attention… 
national kudos for the district’s Farm-to-
School nutrition initiative and leadership 
in energy efficiency; renewal of district-
wide accreditation; state awards for 
outstanding social studies programs;  
19 AP Honors Schools and more than 
2,500 students earning AP honors; stu-
dent winners in international media and 
art competitions; industry certification 
in marketing for schools; national recog-
nition for students for literary magazine, 
art, music, and language arts; a Georgia 
School of Excellence; 33 Georgia Title I 
Distinguished Schools; 35 schools earn-
ing state honors for achievement gains 
and high performance; state cham-
pionships for student teams in math, 
science, and athletics; staff members 
honored at the national and state levels 
in math, foreign language, music, and 
art; student and staff leaders in the state 
and community; and grants from busi-
nesses, foundations, and government to 
support teaching and learning.

2012–13 calendar available
The first day of school for Gwinnett 

students is Aug. 6. The 2012–13 school 
calendar is available now at www.gwin-
nett.k12.ga.us. 

State issues amended AYP
With results of appeals, summer 

graduates, and retest scores for state-re-
quired promotion and graduation tests, 
the Georgia Department of Education 
recently amended 2011 Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) Reports. Four Gwinnett 
schools previously not making AYP— 
Ferguson Elementary, Creekland Middle, 

McConnell Middle, and Duluth High— met 
state standards with the amended data. 
Of the 126 Gwinnett Schools required 
to meet state standards, 104 schools 
(82.5%) made AYP. For 2010–11, state 
standards rose dramatically, resulting 
in a handful of schools not making 
AYP, usually missing the mark by a few 
students on as few as one or two indica-
tors. Most of the schools not making 
AYP did not face any consequences as 
the schools met standards the previous 
year. See the story on page 1 about the 
state’s NCLB waiver. 

GCPS names 2012 top teacher
A diagnosis of dyslexia when she was 

a teenager and two dedicated teachers 
who helped her overcome her learn-
ing disability paved the way for Jennifer 

Dunn to become a 5th grade teacher at 
Pharr Elementary and the 2012 Gwinnett 
County Teacher of the Year (TOTY). 

In November, Ms. Dunn was named 
GCPS’ top teacher as well as Elementary 
School Teacher of the Year. Orchestra 
teacher Sarah Black of North Gwinnett Mid-

dle is this year’s Middle School Teacher 
of the Year. Aundrea Muth, who teaches 
Political Systems and AP Government 
at Mill Creek High, is the system’s TOTY 
at the high school level. 

The other three finalists were Lindsey 

Cafarella of Peachtree Ridge High, Keri Beth 

Tidmore Jones of Dacula Middle, and Brit-

tany Palazzo of Mulberry Elementary. The 
six finalists were selected from a pool 
of 25 semifinalists and 122 local school 
Teachers of the Year. 

Key budget dates set
Upcoming dates in the budget devel-

opment calendar:
 April 23: Superintendent’s Recom-

mended Budget available for 
public review

 May 10: First public budget hearing

 May 17: Second public hearing, final 
budget adoption, and adop-
tion of tentative millage rate

 June: Final adoption of millage rate

Watch for the recommended budget 
and additional budget information 
online.

Use Parent Portal to follow 
your student’s progress

The Parent Portal gives you access 
to key school information safely and 
securely, anytime from anyplace. All 
you need is a computer with an Internet 
connection and a user ID and pass-
word. New this spring, you can review 
summary information about your stu-

dent’s library materials and textbooks (and 
any related fines or refunds) as well as 
the current balance in your student’s Meal 

Pay account. 

On the Portal, you also can:
• Find scores/grades for projects, tests, 

homework, and quizzes for current 
courses, including missing work;

• Access an overview of your student’s 
grades, attendance, discipline record, 
and program information; 

• See your student’s course history; and
• Review your student’s results for 

standardized tests, with links for more 
information about the tests. 
If you haven’t registered for 

the Parent Portal, don’t miss 
out. Contact your local school 
for details. (go2.gwinnett.k12.ga.us ) 

Pharr Elementary’s Jennifer Dunn reacts 
to the announcement that she is the 
county’s 2012 Teacher of the Year. 



The 2012 Gwinnett County 
Board of Education:

Louise Radloff, Chairman
Carole Boyce, Vice Chairman
Dr. Robert McClure 
Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 
Daniel D. Seckinger

J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent

It is the policy of Gwinnett County Public Schools 
not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any 
employment practice, educational program, or any 
other program, activity, or service.
Gwinnett County Public Schools wishes to meet 
the needs of all of its students and families. If any 
member of your family needs assistance or has any 
questions regarding mobility impaired issues or 
handicapped access, please contact the principal of 
your local school.

Gwinnett County Public Schools
437 Old Peachtree Road, NW
Suwanee, GA 30024-2978
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Stay  Connected
• Watch GCPS TV on your 

local cable station or  
stream shows online at  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/

• Find Gwinnett County Public 
Schools on Facebook.

• Follow us on Twitter at 
GwinnettSchools.

• Check out the GCPS website at 
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us and 

 – Sign up for RSS feeds,
 – Subscribe to GCPS eNews, and
 – Check out the BeThere@GCPS 

e-newsletter on parent involvement.
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Language Instruction… By the Numbers

43** Students earned 1st or 2nd place 
in state or national language exams
**since 2007–08

2 credits of the same modern or classical language 
are required for university admissions in Georgia

75%* of graduates 
took two or more years 
of the same language 
*2009–10

As Gwinnett’s students prepare for college and career, it’s important that they develop and strengthen the skills they will need for suc-
cess in our global economy. One of those key skills is communication, including exposure to world languages and cultures. Here’s how 
language instruction shapes up in Gwinnett County Public Schools, by the numbers…

5 Languages Taught in High Schools: 
Spanish, French, Latin, German, Chinese

Close to 
60% of high 
school students 
participate 
in language 
instruction, 
compared to  
44% nationally

8 Georgia 
Teachers of the Year 
in foreign language  
(1 French, 2 German, 
3 Latin, and 2 Spanish) 
in last five years


