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Gwinnett students take top honors at International Media 
Festival   
 
     Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students walked away with 85 wins 

during the 2009 International Media Festival, an annual event designed to inspire 

students to achieve academic excellence through the creative use of media 

technology. This year’s event took place in Louisville, Kentucky, in late October. 

     139 Gwinnett student projects competed against projects from around the world in 

several different categories including live action video, animation, web sites, and 

sequential still productions. An additional 30 single photo entries from Phoenix High 

also were submitted. Out of the 85 awards, six were honored as a “Judge’s Favorite,” 

and two received an additional award, “Best of Festival,” the highest honor a project 

can receive. 

     Gwinnett’s top winners were: 

Best of Festival: 

• Reuben Dayal, Austin Hall, and Samuel Sims– Gwin Oaks Elementary 
“Tarantula,” sequential stills with audio  

• Andrew Bitner, Anna Elliott, and Tristan McDowell – Harmony 
Elementary 
“Save Our Oceans,” live action video 

 
Judge’s Favorites: 

• Indya Hilfort – Phoenix High 
“Pined,” single photo 

• Jose Martinez – Phoenix High 
“School Panorama,” single photo 

• Alicia Ramsdell – Phoenix High 
“Tabbys,” single photo 

• Aubrey Stafford – Phoenix High 
“Sweet Haven,” single photo 
”From Screaming,” single photo 

• Victoria Vazquez – Phoenix High  
“Passion,” single photo  
 

     The students earned the invitation to compete at the international level after top 

finishes at the Georgia Student Media Festival, which took place earlier this year. 

Before the state-level event, students competed at their local schools and in a  

district-wide event.  
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     In honor of its winning students, Phoenix High, will hold a special celebration 

scheduled for Thursday, November 19, 12:30 p.m.—1:15 p.m. at Phoenix High, 501 

Pike St. in Lawrenceville.  

 

News media representatives are invited to attend the celebration at Phoenix High.  
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