
“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, 
then, is not an act, but a habit.”    Aristotle

And in Gwinnett County Public Schools, 
we’re in the habit of being successful. For 
evidence, look no further than the burgeon-
ing list of accolades won by students, staff, 
schools, and the district in the last few 
months of the school year… National kudos 
for the district’s digital learning initiatives; 
a nod as one of the country’s best com-
munities for music education; recognition 
for the top counseling advocate in the U.S. 
and the nation’s Art Honor Society Spon-
sor of the Year; a finalist for Intel School of 
Distinction; a state award for economics 
education and the state’s top teachers in 
Latin, Holocaust education, art, band, and 
orchestra; national recognition for student 
teams in critical-thinking and language 
arts; top teams in Georgia advancing to the 
next level in Science Olympiad, Academic 
Team, Future Problem Solving, Odyssey 
of the Mind, and robotics; state-winning 
competitors qualifying for nationals in sci-
ence, history, engineering, debate, business, 
marketing, health occupations, technology, 
and trade and service skills; student winners 
at the state and national levels in visual arts, 
composition, and dance; state winners in 
writing, and web design; 105 participants in the prestigious Governor’s Honors Pro-
gram; students in state competition in writing, languages, theater, and chess; state 
athletic championships, including Boys and Girls Swim and Dive, Wrestling, and 
Adapted Basketball; student and staff leaders in the nation, state, and community, 
including delegates to Girls State, Washington Youth Tour, and U.S. Senate Youth 
Program; and grants from businesses, foundations, and government to support 
teaching and learning and support postsecondary plans of our out-
standing students. This list reflect honors announced February through 
April. Many more awards will be announced as the school year ends (and 
dozens of honors were highlighted in the first two issues of the year).

On May 18, look for the 
link for Communiqué on-

line on the GCPS website:  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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Read 
Spring 2012 
issue of the Communiqué 
online magazine, available May 18! 
Find stories on behavior expectations, 
the community in our schools and our 
schools in the community, sights from 
the Science Fair, and more in this 
issue of Communiqué. And please 
help us improve this home-school 
communication tool. Take the reader 
survey and let us know what you think!

Nothing says “State Champions” like a group belly flop! 
The coaches of the Parkview Boys and Brookwood Girls 
Swim and Dive teams celebrate their teams’ state titles with 
a stomach-spanking leap into the pool.

Celebrate!



Register through June 4  
for HS summer classes

June 4 is the deadline for high school 
students, including rising 9th graders, 
to register online for face-to-face summer 

classes (www.mypaymentsplus.com) and 
online summer school (www.gwinnetton-
linecampus.com). Face-to-face students 
also may register in person on May 31 at 
Peachtree Ridge High. Classes run June 12–

July 11 for face-to-face, and June 11–July 

10 for online, with a July 4 holiday for all 
high school summer classes. Face-to-
face classes will be offered at Mountain 

View High, Peachtree Ridge High, and South 

Gwinnett High. Summer graduation is set 
for July 12. Check out the GCPS website.

ES and MS summer school set
Elementary and middle school 

students who need more time and op-
portunity to learn will have that option 

during Gwinnett’s free Academic Sum-
mer School, scheduled for June 18 to July 

12, with a July 4 holiday and no Fridays. 
Qualifying students in grades 3–8 
would be recommended for 
the 15-day session if they have 
not met requirements for 
promotion to the next grade— 
passing required sections of 
the state’s Criterion-Referenced 
Competency Tests (CRCT) for grades 3, 
4, 5, 7, and 8; meeting writing standards 
for grades 5 and 8; or passing core class-
es for 6th and 8th graders. Participating 
students will take a retest at the end of 
summer school to determine placement 
for 2012–13. Parents of eligible students 
will be notified that their student may 
participate in the free session and given 
specifics about location and hours. 

Find more about summer school, in-
cluding locations, on the GCPS website.

Community schools offer 
learning options for all

Schools aren’t just for kids— From 
word processing to fitness and 

defensive driving to language 
skills, there’s a wealth of learn-
ing opportunities available this 

summer and year-round, for all 
ages, through GCPS Communi-

ty Schools. Operating at each Gwin-
nett high school, these programs offer 
classes for a range of interests— for 
children, teens, and adults— all at a rea-
sonable price and a convenient location. 
Summer opportunities also include 
sport and special-interest camps for stu-
dents. There’s something for everyone 
at GCPS Community Schools. Learn 
more on the website. Check with your 
child’s school or cluster for supplemental 
and enrichment programs available this 
summer.

Summer offers learning opportunities for GCPS students…

…While graduates prepare for life after high school
Graduation is only the beginning for 

more than 9,800 Gwinnett seniors as they 
leave high school, prepared for college, 
work, and life in the 21st century. As they 
look back at memories from their K–12 
careers, members of GCPS’ Class of 2012 
also have much to which they can look 
forward. Graduation exercises, for one. 

Most ceremonies for Gwinnett’s 21 
high schools are scheduled at local sta-
diums or the Gwinnett Center, starting 
with the Phoenix High graduation on 
May 21, and concluding when that last 
South Gwinnett High grad crosses the 
stage on May 26.

At presstime, schools were still 
calculating college-going rates and the 
growing pool of scholarship dollars 
offered to GCPS’ outstanding students. 
One thing we do know is the large 
number of students winning prestigious 
scholarships, including National Merit 
Scholars (10 named to-date, with more 
to be announced this summer), 15 Na-

tional Achievement Scholars, 26 Georgia 
Scholars, and full-tuition scholarships 
for GCPS’ 11 Gates Millennium Scholars 
and three Questbridge Scholars. 

A high percentage of our seniors will 
qualify for HOPE Scholarships as well, 
including those meeting requirements 
for the full-tuition Zell Miller Scholar-
ship, reserved for high school valedicto-
rians, salutatorians, and graduates with 
strong GPAs and test scores.

In addition, 13 Gwinnett grads earned 
appointments to one of the country’s 
military service academies— six to the 
U.S. Naval Academy, five to the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, and one each to the U.S. 
Military Academy (Army) and the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy. 

When we say these graduates are 
prepared for the future, look no further 
than their stellar academics. The Class 
of 2012 includes 2,050 Honor Gradu-
ates, finishing with an average of 90 or 
better. That’s 145 more honor grads than 

last year. More than 48% of seniors took 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses this 
school year, taking 
a total of 11,426 
college-level AP 
courses. (Scores 
of 3 and above 
on AP exams 
could give 
them a start 
on college 
credits in the 
fall.) And, 
203 seniors 
got a jump on 
postsecondary 
classwork by 
attending both 
a Gwinnett 
high school 
and a Geor-
gia college 
through dual 
enrollment.

 
A Salute 
to the Class of 2012!  
Go online to read a mini-
magazine dedicated to 
our seniors, available 
May 18. You’ll find more 
on valedictorians and 
salutatorians, service academy 
appointments, special 
scholarship winners, photos, 
the Class of 2012 by the 
Numbers, and some fun facts 
from GCPS’ high schools!



School Board adopts AKS 
aligned to Common Core

As expected, the school system’s 
GEMS Oversight Committee recom-
mended changes to GCPS’ Academic 
Knowledge and Skills (AKS) to align the 
curriculum with state-adopted Common 
Core Standards. In March, the Gwinnett 
County Board of Education officially 
adopted the recommended changes that 
will guide instruction beginning in the 
2012–13 school year for language arts 
(K–12), mathematics (K–9), and liter-
acy standards in science, social studies, 
and technical education for middle and 
high school students.

Learn more 
about the 
benefits of 
aligning the 
AKS with the 
state’s Common Core Georgia Perfor-
mance Standards online in “An Update 
on the ‘Core’ of Teaching and Learning in 
Gwinnett County Public Schools.”

Gwinnett schools stand  
out with writing results

A strong K–12 writing program 
countywide, a concerted effort to “write 
across the curriculum,” and practice in 
various genres of writing all contribute 
to Gwinnett’s stellar results in writing, 
including top marks on the state writing 
test for middle schoolers. On the Geor-
gia Grade 8 Writing Assessment, which 
is used as a Gateway for promotion to 
high school in Gwinnett, eight GCPS 
middle schools ranked in the state’s top 
20, based on average scale scores, with 
North Gwinnett MS taking the #1 top spot in 
the state and seven other GCPS middle 
schools ranking near the top— Osborne 

MS, #5; Twin Rivers MS, #7; Crews MS, #13; 
Pinckneyville MS, #15; McConnell MS, #16; 
Couch MS, #19; and Trickum MS, #20. 

More than 12,500 Gwinnett students 
took the test in January of 2012. Overall, 
GCPS’ average passing rate remains high 

at 93%, with 17% of test-takers 
exceeding grade-level expecta-
tions. Gwinnett’s percentage of 
students performing at the highest level 
is well above the state average of 7%, 
and three percentage points higher than 
in 2010–11. For some GCPS schools, as 
much as a third of test-takers scored in 
this top range. Learn more online.

State adjusts to new way of 
calculating graduation rate

After years of inconsistent state-by-
state reporting, a new method will be 
used to calculate the percentage of stu-
dents graduating from the nation’s high 
schools. Based on requirements from the 
U.S. Department of Education, the new 
four-year graduation rate is calculated 
using the number of students start-
ing high school together who graduate 
within four years with a regular educa-
tion diploma. The previous method of 
calculating the graduation rate included 
students who took more than four years 
to graduate from high school. 

The new calculation includes summer 
graduates and those who graduate early, 
but does not include students who don’t 
earn enough credits to graduate on time 
with their peers. Special education stu-
dents and non-English-speaking students 
are included in a school’s starting cohort 
but are not considered on-time graduates 
if they earn anything other than a regular 
education diploma or if they take more 
than four years to graduate. 

With the more narrow parameters of 
the new calculation, graduation rates will 
decline— nationally, statewide, and for 
every school district and local school— 
even though the number of graduates 
hasn’t changed. Georgia, GCPS, and 
Gwinnett high schools are no excep-
tion. The average 2011 graduation rate 
for Georgia with the new calculation is 
67.4%, compared to 80.9% in 2010. For 
Gwinnett, the overall grad rate for the 
2007–2011 cohort is 67.6%, a drop of 16 
percentage points from the rate reported 

under the old formula.
Students who do not complete 

high school in the traditional four 
years are not considered on-time gradu-
ates for the purpose of graduation rates, 
but they are not considered dropouts ei-
ther. According to the Governor’s Office 
of Student Achievement, GCPS has a 
dropout rate of 3.3%, an indication that 
the vast majority of Gwinnett students 
graduate but it takes some students lon-
ger than the traditional four years. 

“The new rates give us a baseline from 
which we can work to improve four-year 
graduation rates,” says Dr. Gale Hey, GCPS’ 
Deputy Superintendent for Teaching 
and Learning. “GCPS initiatives, such as 
Credit Recovery, Online Campus cours-
es, 7th period classes at Phoenix HS, and 
summer school, offer students additional 
opportunities to get and stay on track 
for on-time graduation. Ultimately, we 
are working to ensure that all students 
graduate, even if some students need 
more time to do so, and that all students 
are ready to be successful in college, 
technical school, or the workplace.” 

Key dates for 2012–13
•	Aug. 6: First day of school
•	Sept. 3: Labor Day holiday
•	Oct. 8: Student holiday/teacher 

furlough day
•	Nov. 6: Student and teacher holiday
•	Nov. 19–23: Thanksgiving holiday
•	Dec. 20–31: Winter break
•	Jan. 1: New Year’s holiday
•	Jan. 2: Student holiday/teacher 

planning day
•	Jan. 21: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
•	Feb. 15: Student and teacher holiday 

(snow make-up day— priority 1)
•	Feb. 18: Student and teacher holiday 

(snow make-up day— priority 2)
•	March 11: Student holiday/teacher 

furlough day
•	March 29: Student and teacher holiday 

(snow make-up day— priority 3)
•	April 8–12: Spring break
•	May 22: Last day of school

Bulletin Board



The 2012 Gwinnett County 
Board of Education:

Louise Radloff, Chairman
Carole Boyce, Vice Chairman
Dr. Robert McClure 
Dr. Mary Kay Murphy 
Daniel D. Seckinger

J. Alvin Wilbanks
CEO/Superintendent

It is the policy of Gwinnett County Public Schools 
not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, 
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any 
employment practice, educational program, or any 
other program, activity, or service.
Gwinnett County Public Schools wishes to meet 
the needs of all of its students and families. If any 
member of your family needs assistance or has any 
questions regarding mobility impaired issues or 
handicapped access, please contact the principal of 
your local school.

Gwinnett County Public Schools
437 Old Peachtree Road, NW
Suwanee, GA 30024-2978
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Science and Engineering Fair by the numbers

899 GCPS students, 
representing 
44 schools, 
participated  
in the 
Gwinnett  
Fair.

Gwinnett students are engaged in hands-on, minds-on activities to apply their  critical-thinking and problem-solving skills in the areas 
of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), a key component of a 21st century education. One place to see the re-
sults of this STEM focus was the regional Gwinnett County Science and Engineering Fair held Feb. 24. Here’s a look, by the numbers…

126 Community partners from 31 colleges 
and companies served as judges, 
presenters, and Career Fair exhibitors

Stay  Connected
• Watch GCPS TV on your 

local cable station or  
stream shows online at  
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/gcpstv/

• Find Gwinnett County Public 
Schools on Facebook.

• Follow us on Twitter at 
GwinnettSchools.

• Check out the GCPS website at 
www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us and 

 – Sign up for RSS feeds,
 – Subscribe to GCPS eNews, and
 – Check out the BeThere@GCPS 

e-newsletter on parent involvement.

Of the participating 
students, 51% competed 
at high school level, 33% 

were middle 
schoolers, 
and 16% 
exhibited in 
the first-ever 
elementary 
fair.

66 HS projects competed at State Fair in April. 

Check out photos from the Gwinnett Science and Technology Fair in the online Communiqué magazine.

29 MS projects advanced to State.

42 breakout sessions on 
STEM careers offered

6 projects won at state and 4 winners 
invited to International Fair this month


