
 

N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 21, 2010  
News Media Contact: Communication and Media Relations, 678-301-6020 
 
Back to School 2010: 
School Nutrition Program launches Farm-to-School initiative   
 
     As Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students walk down the serving 

line in the cafeteria this fall to make their meal selections, they might pick up a piece 

of fruit or a meal prepared with vegetables native to Georgia. Come the 2010-2011 

school year, the school system’s School Nutrition Program (SNP) launches its 

“Farm-to-School” initiative, a partnership with local and state farmers to continue the 

school district’s efforts of providing the healthiest and most nutritious meals to 

Gwinnett children. 

     “It’s a great way to provide fresh, local produce to our students, while supporting 

our local farmers,” says Karen Crawford, the school district’s registered dietitian 

who also coordinates the school district’s ongoing NEAT project. 

     The NEAT (Nutrition Education and Training) project, implemented at each 

Gwinnett school, educates and encourages students about making healthy choices. As 

part of the ongoing education to equip Gwinnett children with lifelong nutrition 

lessons, a different local grown fruit or vegetable will be featured on the menu every 

month. As students return to school in August, they will find Georgia watermelons in 

their cafeterias for that month.  

     The school district first piloted the “Farm-to-School” initiative during the second 

semester of the 2009-2010 school year, offering locally grown products at several 

schools. With the new school year, all Gwinnett schools will participate.  

     The program was first initiated by Gwinnett County Public Schools when the 

district approached produce suppliers about forming partnerships with local Georgia 

farmers. This program is the latest in the district’s ongoing efforts to educate students 

about making healthy meal choices. Other initiatives include the school system’s 

vegetarian line, and the offering of all-natural products.  
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Fast facts about school nutrition in Gwinnett schools: 
This school year …  

 126 school cafeterias will offer breakfast daily 
 127 school cafeterias will serve lunch daily 

 

Last school year …  
 GCPS served 22,017,931 student lunches (+3.2%) and 9,296,012 student 

breakfasts (+6.0%) 
 

2010-11 School Meal Prices 
Lunch                                 Breakfast 
Student lunch (elementary)         $1.75              Student breakfast                     $1.00 
Student lunch (middle and high)  $2.00                 Student breakfast (reduced)    $  .30 
Student lunch (reduced)                $  .40                Adult breakfast                        $1.25 
Adult lunch         $3.00 
 
New menu items for 2010-11: 
Yogurt Fruit Parfait Entrée, Whole Grain Chicken Nuggets, Whole Grain Spicy 
Chicken Sandwich, Flame Roasted Corn on the Cob, Edamame Succotash, Veggie 
Cheese Sauce, Vegetarian Peppadew Burger, and Vegetarian Boneless Buffalo 
Wings among many others.   
 
New recently added breakfast items: 
Breakfast Burritos, Vegetarian Chik’n Biscuits, Mini Egg and Cheese Bagels, and 
assorted low fat yogurt.  
 
Popular items served in 2009-2010: 
Big Daddy’s Pizza, Crispy Dill Chicken Sandwich, PBJ’wich, Classic Chicken and 
Buffalo Boneless Wings 
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