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Six teachers make the final list for Gwinnett’s top honor  
 
     Six Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) teachers have been selected as the 

finalists for the school district’s top honor, the Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year 

(TOTY) title. Out of a group of 112 local school Teachers of the Year, which was 

later narrowed down to 20 semifinalists, a selection committee had the difficult task 

to select this year’s finalists—Mark Landtroop of Winn Holt Elementary; 

Deborah Stringfellow of Crews Middle; Joe Cox of Brookwood High; Dr. Chuck 

Lockert of Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and Technology; Jennifer 

Rolfes of Mill Creek High; and James Glenn of Norcross High. One of these six 

finalists will become Gwinnett’s 2010 Teacher of the Year at a banquet on November 

5, 2009, at the Gwinnett Center. The program begins at 6:30 p.m. All 112 local 

school Teachers of the Year will be recognized that evening. 

     As the final element of the judging process, the selection committee – made up of 

teachers, administrators, and central office staff – will now observe the six teachers in 

their classrooms. During the visit, the committee will look for original teaching 

methods, how the teacher demonstrates his/her philosophy of teaching, and special 

class projects. Committee members also will conduct interviews with the finalists. 

-- 

Mark Landtroop, a Fourth Grade Teacher at Winn Holt Elementary 
(10 years in education, all with GCPS)  

 
     Mark Landtroop began teaching with Gwinnett County Public Schools in 2000, 

and has dedicated his career to Gwinnett children ever since. Influenced by his fifth 

grade teacher as a child, Mr. Landtroop teaches at the elementary school level. He 

first joined GCPS teaching third grade at Kanoheda Elementary (2000-2005). Five 

years later, Mr. Landtroop became part of the faculty at his current school, Winn Holt 

Elementary, where he has taught fourth grade since 2007. Mr. Landtroop holds a 

bachelor’s degree from Atlanta Christian College, and a master’s degree from 

Piedmont College.     

--more-- 

 

 



Deborah Stringfellow, a 7th Grade Science Teacher at Crews Middle   
(24 years in education, six with GCPS) 

 
     Deborah Stringfellow’s teaching career extends over two decades, and includes 

several years at the elementary school level. She joined Gwinnett County Public 

Schools and the 7th grade faculty at Crews Middle in 2003, after 17 years of teaching 

elementary school children, including those with special needs. Mrs. Stringfellow 

discovered she wanted to become a teacher very early in her life. She had an innate 

love for learning and helping others as she demonstrated in her sophomore year of 

high school when she tutored her mother through the GED process. Mrs. Stringfellow 

earned her specialist’s degree from Lincoln Memorial University in Education 

Administration and Leadership. She also holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees, from 

Troy University.  

-- 

Joe Cox, an Advanced Placement Physics B and Advanced Placement Physics C 
Teacher at Brookwood High    
(12 years in education, all with GCPS) 

 

      After earning two bachelor degrees from Oglethorpe University in 1997, Joe Cox 

joined Gwinnett County Public Schools teaching biology, chemistry, physics, and AP 

Physics B at Meadowcreek High (1997-2005). This Meadowcreek High Mustang 

became a Brookwood High Bronco in 2005, where he began teaching College Prep 

Physics, AP Physics B, and AP Physics C. He traces his love for science to his 

childhood when he would spend countless hours taking things apart and putting them 

back together in his father’s garage, later discovering how and why they worked 

through his first Physics class as a student. In addition to his two undergraduate 

degrees, Mr. Cox also holds a master’s degree from the University of Georgia, and a 

specialist’s degree from Georgia State University. In addition to his work at 

Brookwood High, Mr. Cox serves the school district as a summer instructor at 

Phoenix High.  

 

--more-- 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Dr. Chuck Lockert, an Engineering Teacher at Gwinnett School of 
Mathematics, Science, and Technology 
(More than five years in education, all with GCPS) 
 

     Dr. Chuck Lockert helped open Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and 

Technology in 2007, where he teaches Grade Engineering Applications, Robotics and 

Mechatronics, and 3D Modeling and Analysis. He joined Gwinnett County Public 

Schools in 2004 teaching College Prep Chemistry at Shiloh High, later becoming part 

of the staff at Parkview High where he taught Honors Chemistry (2004-2007). 

Interested in engineering since he was a young child, Dr. Lockert spent many 

summers with his grandfather, who was an engineer. They used construction tools 

and built pieces in his basement, and visited many of the bridges, roads, and 

waterways his grandfather had worked on. Dr. Lockert earned his doctorate degree 

from Florida Institute of technology in Ocean Engineering, where he also completed 

two master’s degrees, one in Civil Engineering, and a second in Ocean Engineering. 

He completed his undergraduate degree in Physics at North Georgia College.  

-- 

Jennifer Rolfes, a Special Education Teacher at Mill Creek High     
(Six years in education, all with GCPS) 

 

     Jennifer Rolfes has made Gwinnett County Public Schools her home for her entire 

teaching career. In fact, for her whole life. A product of GCPS, Mrs. Rolfes is a 

graduate of Parkview High. It was during her academic career at Parkview High 

when Mrs. Rolfes discovered that she wanted to be a teacher. While a student leader, 

Mrs. Rolfes worked with special needs classmates, an experience that ignited her 

passion for teaching. She returned to the school district in 2004 as a special education 

teacher at Grayson High. She later moved to the “Home of the Hawks” at Mill Creek 

High three years later in 2007. Mrs. Rolfes holds a master’s degree from the 

University of Georgia, and a bachelor’s degree from Georgia Southern University.  

 

--more-- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



James Glenn, a Social Studies Teacher at Norcross High 
(11 years in education, all with GCPS) 

 

     James Glenn is celebrating more than a decade teaching social studies to Gwinnett 

County Public Schools students. He joined the school district in 1999, sharing his 

knowledge of social studies with his students. He teaches World History, World 

Geography, U.S. History, Philosophy, Law, AP Human Geography, and AP World 

History. Influenced by his mother, who was a school counselor, Mr. Glenn has 

always felt teaching was a profession of great importance. Interested in social studies 

as a high school student, he pursued a bachelor’s degree in Political Science from the 

University of Florida, he earned a master’s degree in Secondary Instruction from 

Piedmont College, and a specialist’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from 

Piedmont College.   
--- 

 

     Three of these six finalists will be designated as the elementary, middle, and high 

school teachers of the year. As the only finalists at the elementary and middle school 

levels, Mr. Landtroop and Mrs. Stringfellow automatically become the winners at 

those two levels. The High School Teacher of the Year will be named from the 

remaining four finalists. The county winner will then be selected from among the 

three level winners and will go on to represent the county in the Georgia TOTY 

competition. Two Gwinnett teachers have earned the state honor, Jeff White in 1991 

and Kay Harvey in 1984.  

     Gwinnett’s Teacher of the Year will receive a yearly award of $1,000 and the 

other level winners will each receive $750 yearly, as long as they are employed with 

GCPS.    

     The other three finalists will receive a one-time award of $500, and each local 

school winner will receive a one-time award of $200. 

 

---30--- 
 


