
 

 

 
N  E  W  S     R  E  L  E  A  S  E 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 6, 2009  
News Media Contact:
 

 Communication and Media Relations, 678-301-6020 

Gwinnett names 2010 Teacher of the Year: Crews Middle’s 
Deborah Stringfellow  
 
     Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) has named its 2010 Teacher of the 

Year (TOTY), Deborah Stringfellow, a seventh grade science teacher at Crews 

Middle. CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks announced the veteran teacher’s 

name as the 2010 Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year during a November 5 

celebration of all local school winners. In all, 112 local school Teachers of the Year 

were honored during the event at the Gwinnett Center in Duluth.  

     Ms. Stringellow was selected for the school system’s top honor as the 2010 

Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year from a group of six districtwide finalists. The 

group included one elementary school teacher, Ms. Stringfellow as the only middle 

school finalist, and four teachers at the high school level. As the only finalists at their 

respective levels, Mark Landtroop of Winn Holt Elementary and Ms. Stringfellow 

automatically were designated as the district’s elementary and middle school teachers 

of the year. From the four high school finalists, James Glenn of Norcross High was 

named the county’s 2010 High School Teacher of the Year.  

     As the district’s top educator, Ms. Stringfellow was chosen from a field of more 

than 11,000 Gwinnett teachers. The process began with the naming of 112 local 

school Teachers of the Year. The group was narrowed down to 20 semifinalists, and 

later to the six finalists. In addition to the three level winners (Stringfellow, 

Landtroop, and Glenn), the other three finalists were Joe Cox of Brookwood High; 

Dr. Chuck Lockert of Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and 

Technology; and Jennifer Rolfes of Mill Creek High.  
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Deborah Stringfellow – 7th Grade Science Teacher, Crews Middle   

GWINNETT COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR AND  
MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER  OF THE YEAR 

 

     Deborah Stringfellow discovered she wanted to become a teacher very early in her 

life. While life circumstances kept her parents from continuing with their own 

schooling, she remembers how they instilled the value of education in her. The 

learning and nurturing environment in her school became a supportive important part 

of her young life. “I found school to be a refuge from poverty and a source of great 

joy,” she says. She had an innate love for learning and helping others as she 

demonstrated by teaching her younger brothers to read, and by tutoring her mother 

through the GED process. “I knew by this time I wanted to teach because becoming a 

teacher would allow me to remain in an environment I found to be rewarding. School 

is a place where one can see firsthand the affects that love, nurturing, and teaching 

can have on young lives.” 

     Mrs. Stringfellow says that in her classroom, teaching is both an art and a science. 

“The delivery and implementation of a thought-provoking lesson is definitely an art. 

However, I think like a scientist when I plan my lessons, engage my students, and 

reflect on my teaching. As problems arise or questions occur that concern my 

students, I make observations that will aide in my discovery of a solution. I 

hypothesize about what may or may not work. I research appropriate strategies and 

analyze data to decide on effective ways to assist my students.” 

     While Mrs. Stringfellow might be a science teacher, lessons students learn in her 

classroom don’t just involve test tubes and formulas. For the past two school years, 

she has worked side by side with a language arts colleague, integrating language arts 

and science in the lesson of the day. She requires students to write about their 

scientific investigations and explain their thinking, helping students learn to write 

more naturally and effectively. By researching the abilities and needs of each and 

every student, combined with identified concepts in science and language arts the 

students need to learn, and supported by her quality teaching strategies, Mrs. 

Stringfellow is able to increase the academic achievement of her students, “Students’ 

engagement, enthusiasm, and time on task increased when given opportunities for 

creative expression as a way of reporting scientific information.” 

      Deborah Stringfellow joined Gwinnett County Public Schools and the 7th grade 

faculty at Crews Middle in 2003. Her teaching career extends over two decades, 

including several years at the elementary school level. For 17 years, she taught  
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elementary school children, including those with special needs. Mrs. Stringfellow 

earned her specialist’s degree from Lincoln Memorial University in Education 

Administration and Leadership. She also holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees, both 

from Troy University.  

 

Mark Landtroop – 4th Grade Teacher, Winn Holt Elementary  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

   
     Born to a family of educators, Mr. Landtroop knew very early on what he wanted 

to do when he grew up, “Both of my parents are teachers and I had the unique 

experience of growing up in a home where education was a top priority,” he says. 

“The influence that my parents had on their students and the community was 

contagious.” At a young age, Mr. Landtroop felt he was destined to become a teacher 

as he wanted to impact others just as his parents did. The kind of teacher that he 

would become was modeled after his very own fifth grade teacher, who had an 

influence on him, “She was very strict, yet you knew that she respected and loved 

you. When leaving her class, the students had not only learned academic knowledge, 

but also life skills and respect for others … I have done my best to model her in my 

teaching styles and dedication.” 

      Mr. Landtroop credits that fifth grade teacher for his strong belief in not only 

teaching academics but life skills as well. He believes students need a balance 

between strong academics, motivation, and a values system. Some of the values and 

life skills he teaches his students, such as respect, are learned through his “Dress for 

Success” program, a once-a-week activity that encourages students to wear their 

“Sunday Best”—dress shirts, ties, and slacks for boys and a dress or skirt for girls— 

to school. “The students also display their best manners to their classmates and build 

positive bonds with each other. This provides a sense of community in my classroom 

and all students have an opportunity to gain self-respect and feel valued in the class. 

As students gain self-worth, it influences how they perceive themselves as learners.” 

That sense of community, coupled with his high expectations, contribute to the high 

academic achievement of his students.  

     Mr. Landtroop began his career with Gwinnett County Public Schools in 2000 

teaching third grade at Kanoheda Elementary (2000-2005). Five years later, he 

became part of the faculty at his current school, Winn Holt Elementary, where he has 

taught fourth grade since 2007. Mr. Landtroop holds a bachelor’s degree from 

Atlanta Christian College, and a master’s degree from Piedmont College.     
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James Glenn, Social Studies Teacher, Norcross High  
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

 

     As a child and young man, James Glenn enjoyed going to school and had a special 

interest for academics with social studies content. Although he originally entered the 

business world, Mr. Glenn made the decision to pursue his master’s degree in 

education within a year of his college graduation. “I knew I had made the right 

decision,” he says. “I was genuinely happy and looked forward to the prospect of a 

career in education.”  

     Mr. Glenn believes his greatest contribution is his passion for what he does. He 

explains, “What we do as teachers is important. The profession deserves a 

commitment from each individual to pursue quality. I continually strive to improve 

through professional development, practice, and reflection… Lifelong learning is not 

a catch phrase, it should be a mantra for the purpose of improving practice. I believe 

it is essential that we as educators model a commitment to lifelong learning.” 

     His passion for his career and students is evident through the academic success of 

those he teaches. His Advanced Placement (AP) World History students exceeded the 

national and international norms, meaning the underclassmen in his classes 

outperformed other test-takers who were predominantly juniors and seniors. That 

success, can be tied to Mr. Glenn and his use of new strategies to help students 

increase achievement on the essay section of the AP World History test. He applied 

for a grant to purchase support materials, incorporated new approaches in his lessons, 

and created several projects and activities that supported the lesson plan. In the end, 

his students benefitted with gains both in knowledge and skills. Mr. Glenn saw an 

increase in the number of students who earned perfection on their AP World History 

test, a test which helps them earn college-level credit. 

     This is Mr. Glenn’s 10th year teaching social studies to Norcross High students. 

He joined Gwinnett County Public Schools and the “Home of the Blue Devils” in 

1999. He teaches World History, World Geography, U.S. History, Philosophy, Law, 

AP Human Geography, and AP World History. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 

Political Science from the University of Florida, and later earned a master’s degree in 

Secondary Instruction and a specialist’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from 

Piedmont College.   
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     As Gwinnett’s Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Stringfellow will receive an additional 

$1,000 in her annual contract for as long as she teaches in Gwinnett County Public 

Schools. She also will represent Gwinnett County in the Georgia TOTY competition. 

The two level winners for elementary and high school each will have $750 added to 

their annual contracts as long as they remain GCPS teachers. The other three finalists 

received a one-time award of $500, and each local school winner received a one-time 

award of $200. 
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     This year’s corporate sponsors of the Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year 

competition and banquet are Balfour, Coca-Cola Enterprises, Georgia Power, 

Gwinnett Federal Credit Union, Hayes Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Herff Jones, IBM, 

Lifetouch Photography, Mellon Global Security Services, and VALIC. 
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