
How is promotion determined for GCPS 7th graders?
•	 7th grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Competency 

Tests (CRCT): Gwinnett’s	7th	grade	students	must	score	
in	the	“Level	2—	Meets	Standards”	range	or	higher	on	
the	reading,	English/language	arts,	mathematics,	science,	
and	social	studies	subtests.

•	 Promotion	of special education students is	based	on
each	student’s	Individualized	Education	Program	(IEP).

•	 Students in the English to Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) program	may	not	be	required	to	
pass	the	CRCT,	based	on	the	recommendation	of	their	
Test	Participation	Committee.

Why does Gwinnett use the CRCT for promotion?
Results	from	the	CRCT	help	teachers	to	identify	each	
student’s	academic	strengths	and	weaknesses,	and	determine	
readiness	for	the	next	grade	level.	While	7th	grade	results	
are	used	for	promotion,	they	also	give	8th	grade	teachers	
a	snapshot	of	students’	abilities	and	help	teachers	plan	
instruction	to	best	meet	each	child’s	specific	academic	needs.

All	7th	graders	take	the	CRCT,	a	state-required	test	that	
measures	student	achievement	compared	to	state	standards.	
For	the	2012–13	school	year,	the	State	Board	of	Education	
has	funded	CRCT	testing	for	students	in	grades	3–8.	For	
designated	grade	levels,	all	students	must	take	their	grade-
level	CRCT,	or	the	state’s	alternative	assessment,	in	the	
subject	areas	of	reading,	English/language	arts,	mathematics,	

science,	and	social	studies.	The	CRCT	uses	multiple-choice	
questions	to	measure	how	well	students	have	learned	the	
skills	and	knowledge	included	in	the	state’s	curriculum.	
The	curriculum	includes	the	state-adopted	Common	
Core	Georgia	Performance	Standards	(CCGPS)	in	the	
areas	of	mathematics	(K–9),	language	arts	(K–12),	and	
literacy	standards	in	science,	social	studies,	and	technical	
education	for	middle	and	high	school	students.	The	Georgia	
Performance	Standards	(GPS)	are	in	place	for	other	subject	
areas,	including	science	and	social	studies.	You	can	learn	
more	about	the	CRCT	from	the	Georgia	Department	of	
Education.	Go	to	http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/Curriculum-
Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/CRCT.aspx.	
Check	out	sample	questions	in	the	Online	Assessment	
System	at	www.georgiaoas.org,	using	the	generic	password	
and	login	of	Grade7.

How are 7th graders prepared for the CRCT?
Gwinnett’s	AKS	curriculum	includes	all	of	the	state	
curriculum,	so	the	teaching	and	learning	that	goes	on	in	
Gwinnett’s	7th	grade	classrooms	every	day	prepares	students	
for	academic	success	and	to	pass	the	CRCT.	In	addition,	
classwork,	homework,	quizzes,	and	tests	throughout	the	
school	year	also	prepare	students	for	the	assessment.	Of	
course,	regular	school	attendance	and	participation	in	the	
classroom	is	critical	to	a	student’s	academic	success	as	well.	

Gwinnett schools measure student learning of the school system’s curriculum— the 
Academic Knowledge and Skills or AKS— in a number of ways. Gwinnett measures 
students’ learning in the areas of reading, English/language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies using the state’s Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests (CRCT). In 
Gwinnett, the CRCT is a Gateway test for promotion. To earn promotion to 8th grade, 
Gwinnett students must meet on-grade-level expectations on each portion of the CRCT. As 
the parent of a 7th grader, you may have questions about these promotion requirements. 
Here are answers to some frequently asked questions.
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If you have other questions about  
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ask your student’s teacher or principal.
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When will students take the CRCT? How much time do 
they have to take it?
For	the	2012–13	school	year,	Gwinnett	7th	graders	will	take	
the	state’s	CRCT	April 22–26.	Each	of	the	subtests	is	given	
on	a	different	day:	reading	(April 22),	English/language	arts	
(April 23),	mathematics	(April 24),	science	(April 25),	and	
social	studies	(April 26).	Each	subtest	takes	approximately	2½	
hours,	including	a	short	break	between	sections.

What does a Gwinnett student need to score in order to 
pass the CRCT?
The	CRCT	is	scored	using	a	scale	score	that	ranges	from	a	
low	of	650	to	850	and	above,	depending	on	the	subject.	A	
student	must	score	800	or	higher	in	order	to	meet	grade-level	
expectations.

What if a student does not pass the CRCT subtests  
that GCPS requires for promotion to 8th grade?
Most	students	will meet	or	exceed	expectations	on	the	
CRCT.	(At	the	end	of	the	school	year,	the	school	will	notify	
parents	if	their	child	did	not	pass	the	required	subtests.)	
For	Gwinnett	7th	graders	who	do	not	meet	grade-level	
expectations	on	the	CRCT	subtests,	extra	help	is	available.
•	 Gwinnett’s	free	academic	summer	school	may	be	

recommended	for	students	who	were	unsuccessful	on	any	
CRCT	subtest.	

•	 A	student	who	cannot	attend	summer	school	or	who	
has	not	met	goals	outlined	in	his	or	her	Individualized	
Learning	Plan	(ILP)	will	not	be	promoted	to	8th	
grade.	Instead,	the	student	will	receive	extra	help	the	
next	year	through	a	transition	program.	This	program	
follows	system	guidelines,	but	specifics	vary	from	school	
to	school.	That	way,	teachers	can	tailor	a	plan	to	the	
academic	needs	of	each	student	in	the	program.	The	goal	
of	the	transition	program	is	to	help	the	student	catch	up	
academically	with	his	or	her	classmates.

What happens if a student has earned good grades all 
year, but unexpectedly fails one or more subtests on the 
CRCT? 
An	automatic	review	will	take	place	at	the	local	school	for	a	
student	who	earned	no	semester	average	lower	than	a	“C”	in	a	
subject	—	reading,	language	arts,	mathematics,	science,	and/
or	social	studies—	but	failed	a	CRCT	subtest	in	that	same	
content	area.	These	students	should	not	be	retained	based	on	
results	of	the	CRCT.	

Note:	First	semester	grades	are	the	average	of	progress	report	
grades	for	the	1st	and	2nd	nine	weeks.	Second	semester	
grades	are	the	average	for	the	3rd	and	4th	nine	weeks.

	If Gwinnett 7th graders have to pass these tests to be 
promoted, are grades still important?
Yes,	grades	are	important!	They	are	important	to	the	review	
process	and	also	can	be	a	good	indicator	during	the	year	
of	how	well	a	student	is	learning	the	AKS,	and	an	early	
warning	that	a	child	may	need	extra	help.	Check	the	Parent	
Portal	at	go2.gwinnett.k12.ga.us	to	review	your	student’s	
grades.	If	you	haven’t	registered	for	the	portal,	contact	your	
local	school	for	details.

Know that passing scores on the CRCT reinforce that your 
child has successfully demonstrated the knowledge and 
skills to be promoted to the 8th grade. 
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