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Six Berkmar HS seniors earn QuestBridge scholarships 
 
    Hard work and dedication to rigorous coursework has paid off for six Gwinnett 

County Public Schools (GCPS) students who recently learned their college 

educations will be paid in full. The students, all seniors at Berkmar High, were 

recently selected as 2013 QuestBridge National College Match Recipients, earning 

each of them a full scholarship to top universities from across the nation. 

    The Berkmar High students and the colleges they plan to attend are:  

 Adila Abdulwahid – The University of Chicago  

Adila plans to be a pre-Medicine student 

 

 Oscar Chavarria – Bowdoin College   

Oscar plans to major in Law and English 

 

 Anthony Downer – The University of Chicago  

Anthony will be a Law and Political Science major  

 

 Anayelly Medina – Emory University  

Anyelly will be a pre-Medicine student 

 

 Allyson Pel – Davidson College  

Allyson plans to study pre-Medicine  

 

 Lizbeth Peña – Columbia University 

Lizbeth will be an Engineering student 

  

 

     The six Berkmar High recipients began their QuestBridge application planning 

process four years ago as 9th graders under the guidance of Berkmar High Advanced 

Placement (AP) teacher Joni Jameson. With three Berkmar High Questbridge 

winners last school year, Ms. Jameson has developed the following system to guide 

her student-applicants: 

 As freshmen, the students study the Questbridge program’s requirements and 

plan their rigorous high school academic coursework, which is the primary 

determining factor for receiving the scholarship.  

 During their freshman and sophomore years, the students become Advanced 

Placement (AP) Scholars meaning that they had earned four or more college 

credits by excelling on AP exams.  
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 As juniors, the students begin writing their essays and gathering teacher 

evaluations. At this point in their academic career, they also apply for and are  

accepted to attend a day-long, college-application workshop at Princeton 

University during the summer.  

 During their senior year, the students research the 33 universities 

QuestBridge partners with to narrow their selections down to the eight they 

wish to apply to. They submit their application to the program in the fall. 

     The process for this year’s Questbridge recipients culminated with their selection 

as scholarship recipients on November 30, 2012. 

     QuestBridge is a non-profit organization that links high-achieving, low-income 

students to some of the nation’s most selective colleges. The organization partners 

with colleges that offer generous financial aid packages that cover 100% of 

demonstrated financial need, making them very affordable for low-income students. 

Each year, thousands of high school seniors from across the nation apply to 

QuestBridge’s National College Match program. The organization matches the 

students with its partner colleges, 33 of the nation’s premier universities. Other 

postsecondary partners include Brown University, Emory University, MIT, and Yale 

University.  

 

 

--30-- 

 

 


