
 

N E W S  R E L E A S E 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 18, 2013  
News Media Contact: Communication and Media Relations, 678-301-6020 

 

GCPS named a Green Ribbon School District   
 

     Efforts to design, build, maintain, and operate for energy efficiency, earned 

Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) the honor of being named today 

Georgia’s Green Ribbon School District. Georgia’s largest school district, with 125 

ENERGY STAR certified schools, was one of two honorees selected to represent the 

state during the upcoming national competition of green ribbon schools and districts. 

Ford Elementary in Cobb County received the local school Green Ribbon School 

recognition. Lt. Governor Casey Cagle made the announcement today congratulating 

both learning institutions. 

     “We are proud to once again support outstanding schools in our state that 

implement groundbreaking tools to reduce their energy costs. In these challenging 

times, school systems across the state continue to embrace these innovative ideas to 

reduce costs and focus resources on the classrooms where students learn,” said Lt. 

Governor Cagle. “These efforts will allow us to redirect precious financial resources 

towards direct instruction, create a healthier learning environment for our children, 

and give our students career-relevant, first-hand experience in one of our state’s 

emerging industries.” 

     “In Gwinnett, we take pride in being a leader instructionally and operationally,” 

says CEO/Superintendent J. Alvin Wilbanks. “On the operations side, it is critical 

that we make good business decisions and assess our practices against industry 

standards. I am pleased with the strides we have been able to make in terms of energy 

efficiency… strides that have led to nearly all of our eligible schools earning the 

ENERGY STAR rating. While this recognition is notable, I contend that the savings 

we are recouping through our conservation efforts is what is most important. In these 

tough budget times, those are dollars that can be used to better serve students. In 

addition to our work to increase energy efficiency across the district, I am extremely 

proud of the work our schools do to help our students become good environmental 

stewards of resources.” 

 

--more-- 

 

 



     With more than 23-million square feet of ENERGY STAR-certified areas, 

Gwinnet leads the nation for K–12 certified building space. The school district’s 125 

ENERGY STAR certified buildings use 35% less energy, generate 35% fewer 

greenhouse gas emissions and cost up to 40 cents less per square foot to operate than 

similar buildings across the nation. In fact, Gwinnett taxpayers save approximately 

$9 million a year on the school district’s utility bills. GCPS also has completed 

several energy efficient upgrades of its schools including: lighting retrofits in the 

classrooms, occupancy sensors, automated energy management systems, water 

source heat pumps, and variable frequency drives.  

Other GCPS Green Highlights during the 2011-2012 school year include: 

 125 schools are ENERGY STAR certified.  

 Awarded  the “2011 Leadership in Energy Efficiency Award” by the United 

States Green Building Council. 

 Awarded the 2012 USDA Best Practice Award for “Farm to School - 

Working with Local Producers.” 

 84 schools, 49,729 students, and 2,864 teachers participated in the Green & 

Healthy School Program. These G&H schools plan, implement, and 

document their environmental efforts by completing an Environmental 

Profile, which aligns with the curriculum and encourages good stewardship.  

Successful G&H school programs encourage faculty to collaborate and plan 

vertically to offer cross-curricular environmental lessons, which provide 

relevant learning opportunities for students. 

 Over 700,000 lbs. of paper was recycled.  

 52 Gwinnett schools have implemented a Clean Air School and No Idling 

programs to address traffic and safety issues on the district’s campuses. 

 GCPS students are performing above the state average in Science across all 

grade levels on the CRCT, EOCT, and AP exams.  

 The district participates in the EPA Waste Wise program--The annual 

chemical pickup from school science labs, the use of “green” art supplies, 

and the Integrated Pest Management system. 

 Schools use compactors to replace dumpsters, which reduce the cost and 

number of hauls to the landfill as compared to the five-day-a-week pickup 

schedule for dumpsters. 
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 To reduce water use within the district’s buildings, all schools in GCPS are 

equipped with waterless urinals and toilets with low volume flush valves. 

 Within buildings, porcelain tile floors eliminate the need for waxing, which 

results in saving water. 

 GCPS was the first school district in North America to buy LEV diesel 

engines, and all vehicles over 1/2 ton use ultralow sulfur diesel fuel (clean 

diesel). 

 To conserve water used for irrigation and maintenance of school grounds, 

GCPS practices xeriscape landscaping. GCPS also uses storm and ground 

water for irrigation purposes at high school athletic fields and does not 

irrigate any other areas of school grounds.  

 14 Gwinnett Public Schools have adopted sections of county roads.  Student 

and staff volunteers cleaned up 1-mile sections of roadway for a minimum of 

4 times a year. 

     The Green Ribbon School awards program is a partnership between the Georgia 

Department of Education, Lt. Governor Casey Cagle, the U.S. Green Building 

Council of Georgia, Georgia EPD (Environmental Protection Division), the Clean 

Air Campaign, and the Turner Foundation. The national program allows Georgia 

schools and districts to compete for awards of up to $10,000 pledged by the Turner 

Foundation for demonstrating energy efficiency efforts. It seeks to showcase schools 

and districts across the nation where schools and communities have worked together 

to produce progress in three pillars of green school activity. Those pillars are optimal 

efficiency in energy, water, and waste management; healthy students and school 

environment; and environmental education. 

     GCPS district leaders will join Cobb County’s Ford Elementary and other Georgia 

schools and districts which received honorable mention honors, during a recognition 

event in which the learning institutions will receive a commendation from Lt. 

Governor Cagle on the floor of the Senate. The event will take place Wednesday, 

March 20. A press conference at 12:15 p.m. in the North Wing of the State Capitol 

Building will follow.  

     The U.S. Department of Education will announce the national winners in April 

during Earth Day Week and will host a national recognition award ceremony in 

Washington D.C. in June. If both GCPS and Ford Elementary win at the national 

level, they will split the $10,000 award.  
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