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Back to School 2010: 
Maxwell HS of Technology converts to a charter school  
 
     Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) students who enroll in technical 

education courses at Maxwell High School of Technology this fall, will attend the 

school system’s latest charter school, a status which allows for greater flexibility of 

benefit to its students in exchange for greater student accountability. Maxwell High 

opens for the 2010-2011 school year as a newly converted charter school, now able to 

offer more opportunities to Gwinnett students. 

     By obtaining flexibility through charter status, Maxwell High School of 

Technology is able to: 

 Establish dual enrollment offerings for all program areas through proposed 

partnerships with Gwinnett Technical College, Lanier Technical College, and 

Middle Georgia College. 

 Align the school system’s Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS) 

curriculum and course content with technical college programs for seamless 

articulation and dual enrollment credit opportunities. 

 Offer district academic courses, such as language arts classes, with technical 

education principles and real-life applications embedded in content. 

 Increase internship/apprenticeship opportunities for second-year students. 

 Obtain flexibility in time and location of courses (i.e., offering some courses 

on-site at a technical college). 

 Obtain flexibility from teacher certification requirements: 

 to allow for more alignment with Technical College System of 

Georgia certification as needed for dual enrollment courses; 

 to assure hiring of the most experienced and qualified instructors 

from education and/or industry. 

 

     While the charter status will offer additional learning opportunities for students, 

the structure of the school will continue to operate as it currently does. High school 

11th and 12th grade students from across the school system will continue to choose 

to attend Maxwell High’s technical education courses for half a day.   
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     The school offers several areas of study, including Aircraft Flight Operations, 

Architecture, Drawing &Design; Auto Collision Repair; Automotive Services; 

Construction; Cosmetology; Early Childhood Education; Electronics/ Robotics; 

Graphic Communications & Design; Healthcare Science: Nursing Career; 

Emergency Services, & Medical Services; Law & Justice; and Welding. In 2009, the 

school expanded its offerings by adding the Aircraft Flight Operations course. This 

past spring, the school’s Graphic Communications Program earned national industry 

accreditation from the Graphic Arts Education and Research Foundation. The school 

also holds accreditation in its Architecture, Drawing, & Design Program; Auto 

Collision & Repair; Automotive Services; and Construction programs. 

      The Gwinnett County Board of Education approved Maxwell High’s application 

for conversion in October of 2009. Its charter status lasts through the 2014-2015 

school year at which time the school may apply for renewal. The Georgia Board of 

Education approved the school’s charter application in June of 2010. Maxwell High 

is the school district’s first conversion charter school but the third approved by the 

Gwinnett School Board. Gwinnett School of Mathematics Science and Technology, a 

system start-up charter school, opened in 2007. New Life Academy of Excellence, 

established in 2006, is a Board-approved charter school that operates in the county. 

Beginning in fall of 2010, New Life will expand to serve students at two different 

campuses located in Duluth and Norcross. 
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