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Donations fund Rock Springs Elementary science lab   
 
     The “Zane Zone” Science Lab will be the new center where Rock Springs 

Elementary students will continue their scientific research and learning, thanks to 

two different donations the school has received. Named after Zane Collins, a former 

Rock Springs Elementary student who passed away in an accident, the Zane Zone 

will house several new tools which will enrich the learning of his school friends and 

classmates. Since their child had a passion for science at Rock Springs Elementary, 

Zane’s parents have made a donation of $6,000 to be used for the start up of the 

science lab on behalf of the Zane Collins Foundation. Mr. Collins’ employer, Publix, 

will match the donation for a total of $12,000. A representative from Publix, and 

Zane’s parents recently joined Rock Springs Elementary Principal Angie Pacholke, 

teachers, parents, and community members at a special dedication ceremony for the 

Zane Zone. The Zane Zone Science Lab is now open for student learning.  

     Every Rock Springs Elementary class, grades K-5, will visit the Zane Zone where 

teachers will engage them in a grade-level lesson from the school district’s 

curriculum, known as the Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS). Working in 

cooperative groups, students will participate in hands-on science learning activities 

using tools purchased with the donated funds, such as microscopes, balances, 

glassware, and measuring instruments. In addition, the school will aim to integrate 

engineering concepts through the use of technology as a tool to learn the natural 

sciences. Electronic probes will be purchased for data collection and data analysis 

and the science lab will be used to fund and start a Robotics program for K-5 

students. 

     In addition to the tools purchased for student use, the donations also have helped 

to facilitate staff development for teachers.  
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