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Sweetwater MS’ WordMasters attempt to set a national record 
 

     A team from Sweetwater Middle in Gwinnett County could set a national record 

this spring as the well-known eloquent students have an opportunity at becoming 

two-time WordMasters Challenge national champions. The Berkmar Cluster middle 

schoolers already have placed first twice this school year during the first two rounds 

of the vocabulary competition. The school also earned the first place spot last school 

year. Should the 6th graders conquer the championship during the third and final 

round in April, Sweetwater Middle will become the only school in the United States 

with two-consecutive years of earning the nation’s WordMasters honor. 

     The WordMasters Challenge is a national competition for students in grades 3-8 

that encourages growth in vocabulary and verbal reasoning, helping students think 

both analytically and metaphorically. The contest addresses higher-level word 

comprehension and verbal reasoning in two ways. First, it challenges students to 

complete analogies based on relationships among words they have learned. It also 

bases the analogies on special vocabulary lists, developed for each grade and 

difficulty level by experienced teachers, which participants are encouraged to study 

before each meet. Excellence in the competition requires both a mastery of the 

meanings of the vocabulary words and thoughtful reasoning about the relationships 

between these words and more familiar language used in the competition’s analogies. 

     During the first two WordMasters Challenge competitions earlier this school year, 

the Sweetwater Middle 6th grade team placed first in both rounds in the highest 

division, the Gold Division. Coached by Sweetwater Middle teacher Lois Bean, the 

team scored a perfect 200 points for each round. If the team scores another perfect 

score in April at the Final Competition, it will be the only team to earn the National 

Champions title for two consecutive years. The students who have earned perfect 

scores are Tajin Alam, Emina Begovic, Jonathan Bulauan, Janiel Caday, Juan 

Campos, Courtney Castañeda, Christina Dames, David de los Santos, Jose Peña-

Flores, William Reyes, Rani Rutledge, Emily Taing, Amy Tin, Chloe Townsend, 

and Mubashira Zaman 
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