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Parsons Elementary’s media specialist Gwinnett’s best of year  
 
     The educator in charge of the largest classroom at Parsons Elementary – the 

media center -- was recently honored as Gwinnett County’s top media specialist. 

Suzanne Skeen, the school’s media specialist, was presented with the “2010 

Gwinnett County Public Schools Library Media Specialist of the Year” title. The 

surprise announcement was made Tuesday, March 23, 2010, at Parsons Elementary.  

     In nominating Ms. Skeen for this honor, the administrative team at Parsons 

Elementary said that she “is an inspiration to the teachers around her … a true leader. 

Teachers in all areas of the school rave about the work she does to support them and 

their students.” 

     In fact, supporting teachers is one of the duties Ms. Skeen says that she enjoys the 

most, especially when leading staff development training sessions on new 

technology. “I enjoyed being invited to faculty study groups to teach them new 

technology or to show them the online research library our county provides,” she 

says. Ms. Skeen also has shared her mastery in technology training at the county and 

state levels, making presentations to media specialists from around the district and 

state.    

     In addition to supporting fellow educators, Ms. Skeen also works closely with 

students, promoting her passion for reading and literature. Every year, Parsons 

Elementary students participate in a reading event titled “The Amazing Reading 

Race.” By encouraging students to meet their goal of reading 100 minutes a week, 

the fun and competitive activity also promotes the learning of geography, 

mathematics, science, and social studies.  

     Ms. Skeen helped open Parsons Elementary in 2003. She holds a bachelor’s 

degree in Education from the University of South Florida, a master’s degree from 

Georgia State University in Library Media, and a specialist’s degree in Instructional 

Technology from Valdosta State University. In 2005, she was named a Gwinnett 

County Public Schools Teacher of the Year semifinalist.  
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     Gwinnett’s Library Media Specialist of the Year title is awarded for individual 

excellence in the library media field through service to students, teachers, and 

community at the K-12 level. Selection by the school system library media 

committee is based on an individual’s promotion of reading and literature, leadership 

role, and involvement of parents and community members as partners. Parents, 

teachers, and administrators are invited each year to nominate a media specialist for 

the countywide honor.  
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