
What is the CRCT and who takes it?
For the 2012–13 school year, the State Board of Education 
has funded CRCT testing for students in grades 3–8. For 
designated grade levels, all students must take their grade-
level CRCT, or the state’s alternative assessment, in the 
subject areas of reading, English/language arts, mathematics, 
science, and social studies. The CRCT measures how well 
students have learned the skills and knowledge included in 
the state’s curriculum, including the state-adopted Common 
Core Georgia Performance Standards (CCGPS) in the 
areas of mathematics (K–9) and language arts (K–12). The 
Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) are in place for other 
subject areas, including science and social studies. Gwinnett’s 
AKS curriculum includes all of the state curriculum, so the 
teaching and learning that goes on in Gwinnett County 
classrooms every day helps prepare students for academic 
success and to pass the CRCT. Information from the CRCT 
is used by teachers to identify individual student strengths 
and weaknesses, and by the state to gauge the quality of 
education throughout Georgia. Of course, being in class 
every day is important to a student’s academic success. 
Attendance on test days also is important so students have an 
opportunity to “show what they know.”

How is the CRCT used to determine promotion for 
Gwinnett 3rd graders?
Georgia’s 3rd grade students must score in the “Meets 
Standards” (Level 2) range or higher on the reading subtest 
of the CRCT as one criteria for promotion. In addition to 
this state requirement, Gwinnett students’ progress reports 
must reflect that a student has learned the 3rd grade AKS in 
order to be successful at the next grade level. If a student is 
not successful on the reading subtest of the CRCT (a state 
promotion requirement), the student must take a summer 
retest. If the student does not pass the retest, an appeal 
process may be considered. The Student Support Team will 
determine the student’s placement for the next school year. 

Promotion of special education students is based on each 
student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

What is tested on the reading portion of the CRCT?
The reading section of the CRCT checks a student’s 
vocabulary, how well he can locate and recall information, 
his understanding of what has been read, and his ability 
to read for critical analysis. You can learn more about 
the CRCT from the Georgia Department of Education. 
Go to http://www.doe.k12.ga.us/Curriculum-Instruction-
and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/CRCT.aspx. Find sample 
CRCT questions at www.georgiaoas.org (Online Assessment 
System), using the generic password and login of Grade3.

When will students take the tests? How much time will 
they have to take each subtest?
For the 2012–13 school year, 3rd graders will take the state’s  
CRCT April 22–26, taking a different subtest each day. The 
3rd grade reading subtest is scheduled for Monday, April 22. 
The subtests take approximately 2½ hours, including a short 
break between sections.

What does a student need to score in order to pass the 
reading section of the CRCT?
The reading section of the CRCT is scored using a scale 
score that ranges from a low of 650 to 850 and above. A 
student must score 800 or higher in order to meet grade-
level expectations. 

When will parents get the results?
At the end of the school year, the school will notify parents if 
their child did not pass the CRCT reading subtest. Academic 
summer school, offered at no charge to parents, is recom-
mended for students who were unsuccessful on this subtest. 

 

Gwinnett schools measure student learning of the school system’s curriculum— the Academic 
Knowledge and Skills or AKS— in a number of ways to ensure students have learned the 
AKS in order to be successful in the next grade. In addition, the state requires all Georgia 3rd 
graders to meet grade-level expectations in reading to earn promotion to the 4th grade. The 
state measures students’ reading achievement using the Criterion-Referenced Competency Tests 
(CRCT). As the parent of a 3rd grader, you may have questions about promotion requirements. 
Here are answers to some frequently asked questions.
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Although most students will pass the test, what happens 
if a student does not meet the state-set expectations on 
the CRCT? 
Extra help is available to students who did not pass in order 
to prepare them for the retest.
• A student may get extra help during academic summer 

school, offered at no charge to parents. The student may 
take the retest in summer school. 

• A student who cannot attend summer school still may 
take the retest. However, a student is more likely to pass 
if he or she receives extra help through targeted summer 
school classes.

• If a student is still unsuccessful after the retest, an appeal 
may be conducted through the Student Support Team 
(SST) process to determine placement. The SST process 
will automatically review the placement of all students who 
have not met the CRCT promotion requirement, but who 
earned no semester average lower than a “C” during the 
year in reading, writing, spelling, mathematics, science, 
and social studies. (First semester grades are the average 
of progress report grades for the 1st and 2nd nine weeks. 
Second semester grades are the average for the 3rd and 
4th nine weeks.) Parents also may request an appeal.

• Students who do not pass the CRCT after two attempts 
(in April and in summer school) and who are not promot-
ed through the SST process will be retained in 3rd grade, 
where they will receive additional help on improving their 
reading skills. 

If 3rd grade students must pass the reading portion of 
the CRCT to be promoted, are grades still important?
Yes, grades are important! Passing grades are a promotion 
requirement. In addition, they are a good indicator during 
the year of how well a student is learning the AKS and can 
be an early warning that a child may need extra help. Good 
grades on a child’s progress report could qualify a student for 
the automatic review process should the student not pass the 
reading portion of the CRCT. Check the Parent 
Portal at go2.gwinnett.k12.ga.us to review your 
student’s grades. If you haven’t registered for the 
portal, contact your local school for details.
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Answers: 1) C; 2) C; 3) A; 4) D

Grade 3 Reading CRCT Sample Passage and Questions 
from the Georgia Department of Education

Sample Passage

Ferdinand is eager to reach the ocean in this story, 
“The Shell.” Read the story to find out why, and then 
answer the questions that follow.
  “Can you hear it?” asked Ferdinand, holding the huge 
conch shell up to his sister’s ear. His eyes were wide with 
excitement. 
  “No,” said Julia, leaning away from him on the long seat 
in the back of the minivan. “Leave me alone.” 
  Big sisters can be a real pain. And Ferdinand ought to 
know, because he has two of them. 
  He put the shell to his own ear. He heard a mighty 
rushing sound and imagined huge waves breaking on a 
deserted beach. 
  The family was headed for the ocean right now, and Fer-
dinand could not wait to catch his first glimpse of the sea. 
He had read about it in so many stories and, of course, 
he’d seen pictures of it on TV. But this was his first chance 
to actually see it, jump in it, smell the salty air, and watch 
the seagulls bank and wheel in the sky. There aren’t too 
many oceans in North Georgia, their father always says, 
and then he tells a long story about grandpa’s fishing boat 
off the coast of Veracruz.

From “The Shell” by Paul Koning

1) The story takes place
A. on a boat ride.
B. during a picnic.
C. on a family trip.
D. at a family meeting.

2) In the story, the word glimpse MOST LIKELY means
A. touch.
B. smell.
C. sight.
D. thought.

3)  Which phrase from the passage tells the reader that 
Ferdinand was eager to see the ocean?
A. “could not wait”
B. “ought to know”
C. “his first chance”
D. “can be a real pain”

4) Which does Ferdinand want to do in this story?
A. collect more shells
B. get even with Julia
C. hear another of his father’s stories
D. see the ocean


