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Trickum Middle teacher selected as  
Georgia’s ambassador for environmental education 
 
     A Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) teacher will spend part of her 

summer in Central America, not on vacation, but collaborating with fellow educators 

from around the world. Dr. Aimée Burgamy, who teaches fine arts at Trickum 

Middle, is Georgia’s ambassador for the Toyota International Teacher Program 

taking place this summer in Costa Rica. As one of 26 participants from the USA,  

Dr. Burgamy was selected for the study designed to enhance environmental 

education. 

     While in the Central American nation, Dr. Burgamy will develop curriculum 

projects that foster an understanding about environmental and global issues. She will 

exchange ideas with Costa Rican educators and experts about sustainable 

development, agronomy, ecotourism and other conservation practices. Additionally, 

the group will research methods in sustainable agriculture at EARTH University. 

     Dr. Burgamy was selected to represent Georgia through a competitive process 

conducted by the Institute of International Education (IIE). Selection criteria included 

professional qualifications, evidence of interest in international education, and 

feasibility of incorporating the environmental study experience into classroom 

lessons and projects. She and the other teachers representing the USA were selected 

from nearly 800 applicants.  

     A former Gwinnett County Public Schools Teacher of the Year in 2009,  

Dr. Burgamy joined the school district and Trickum Middle in 2005. She is a former 

museum of fine arts curator and university professor. She holds a doctoral degree 

from the University of Georgia. Dr. Burgamy sponsors Trickum Middle’s art club, a 

leadership role for which she was recognized with the “2009 Outstanding National 

Junior Art Honor Society Sponsor award.” In 2009, she was also the recipient of the 

first ever “Great American Teacher” award. 

     Dr. Burgamy travels to Costa Rica from June 18-July 3, 2010.  
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