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GCPS expands charter school offerings with Gwinnett Online Campus, 
Ivy Preparatory Academy, and New Life Academy of Excellence 
 

     Come the fall of the 2011-2012 school year, Gwinnett County Public Schools 

(GCPS) will expand its current charter school offerings with the opening of the new 

Gwinnett County Online Campus and the onboarding of Ivy Preparatory Academy 

with a one-year charter contract. 

Gwinnett County Online Campus High School (Grades 9-12) 

     Of particular interest is the district’s new charter high school, Gwinnett Online 

Campus, which will offer high schoolers a new way to earn a diploma. This new 

charter school expands upon the district’s decade-long history in providing virtual 

learning opportunities. 

     In its inaugural year as a Gwinnett County high school, Gwinnett Online Campus 

will serve 160 students in grades 9–12. The school will expand to include middle 

school grades (6-8) during the 2012-2013 school year with services for elementary 

students in grades 4 and scheduled to begin in 2013. 

     The mission of Gwinnett Online Campus is to enhance the learning of students in 

a world-class virtual environment, empowering them with the 21st century 

knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in the local, national, and global 

community. While what students learn may be the same as their counterparts at 

traditional high schools, how students learn will differ. Online students will have 

homework, must meet deadlines, will be required to participate in class discussions, 

and their learning will be assessed much like their peers at other high schools. The 

difference is that these activities will occur over the Internet and students may 

complete coursework during the time of day that best fits their schedules. As a non-

traditional Gwinnett County high school, Gwinnett online students will have to meet 

all state and local credit and assessment requirements prior to receiving a Gwinnett 

County Public Schools diploma. 
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Ivy Preparatory Academy 

     While not a new charter school, Ivy Preparatory Academy will begin its school 

year as a Gwinnett County Public Schools charter school for the first time. This past 

spring, the school lost its charter status when the Georgia Supreme Court ruled that 

the Georgia Commission on Charter Schools which had granted Ivy Prep’s charter 

was unconstitutional. Subsequent to that decision, Gwinnett County Public Schools 

worked with the leaders of Ivy Prep on an agreement that would allow the school to 

function this coming school year. At its June 16, 2011, meeting, the Gwinnett County 

Board of Education approved a one-year contract authorizing Ivy Preparatory 

Academy as a local charter school. This contract would enable Ivy Prep to serve 

students for the coming year while petitions for future years are developed and 

evaluated. As approved, the charter school would be a Local Education Agency 

(LEA) start-up charter school under the control and management of the Gwinnett 

County Board of Education. The charter term would be from July 1, 2011, to June 30, 

2012, and would include currently enrolled students in grades 6-9. 

     Ivy Preparatory will welcome its new scholars (including new 7th, 8th, and 9th 

graders) on Monday, August 8 at 7:30 a.m. The fall session will begin for all 

returning students on Monday, August 15. 

     For more information about Ivy Preparatory Academy, contact Head of School 

Nina Gilbert at 770-342-0089. 

 

New Life Academy of Excellence 

     New Life Academy of Excellence (NLAE) is a charter school in Norcross created 

for the purpose of teaching children the Chinese language. New this year, is the 

school’s expansion to serving 7th grade students. New Life Academy of Excellence 

will serve students in grades K-2 at its Campus Drive location in Norcross and will 

serve students in grades K-7 at its River Green Parkway location in Duluth. 

 

Locations: 

K-2: 3159 Campus Drive, Suite 100  K-7: 4725 River Green Parkway 

Norcross, GA 30071     Duluth, GA 30096 

      

     For more about New Life Academy of Excellence, contact School Founder 

Alphonsa Forward at (770) 248-3032. 
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     The Gwinnett County Board of Education approved Gwinnett Online Campus’ 

application to open as a charter school on May 20, 2010. Its charter status lasts 

through the 2015-2016 school year at which time the school may apply for renewal.  

The Georgia Board of Education approved the online high school’s charter 

application April 13, 2011. Gwinnett School of Mathematics, Science, and 

Technology, a system charter high school, opened in 2007. Maxwell High School of 

Technology converted to charter status in 2010. New Life Academy of Excellence, 

established in 2006, is a Board-approved charter school that operates in the county, as 

is Ivy Preparatory Academy which joins GCPS this school year.  
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