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     Gwinnett County Public Schools (GCPS) is one of the 26 
partner school districts in Georgia’s Race to the Top (RT3) 
application. Locally there will be many benefi ts to this partner-
ship. Still some may ask why Gwinnett’s very successful school 
system would sign on to be a part of this state initiative? 
     Th e answer is simple. GCPS has been and strives to 
continue to be an outstanding school district. Th ere is clear 
alignment between the reform focus areas in Race to the 
Top and the GCPS initiatives that have long been a part of 
the school district’s success story. 

GCPS has been a state and national leader in establish-• 
ing a standards-based curriculum and in improving 
how student learning is assessed. 
GCPS has instituted eff ective practices to recruit, prepare, • 
reward, and retain the highest-quality teachers and leaders.

GCPS has a rich history of using data to drive instruc-• 
tional decisions and of building data systems that 
support students, teachers, and leaders.  
GCPS does not have any schools designated as “low • 
achieving,” but the district is committed to continuous 
improvement of its schools and instructional programs.

     Th e RT3 partnership with the state was a perfect fi t for 
Gwinnett County Public Schools. Th e district’s initiatives 
and priorities were identifi ed before the advent of RT3 and 
they are not dependent upon RT3 funding. With the RT3 
grant, however, GCPS will be able to move more quickly in 
implementing its planned improvements. In addition, this 
partnership allows Georgia’s largest school district to be at 
the table as state and federal policy is made that will aff ect 
students, teachers, and the school system as a whole.

The RT3 focus areas align well with GCPS’ initiatives and priorities:

As a partner in Georgia’s Race to the Top application, Gwinnett County Public Schools is committed to keeping its stakeholders 
updated on this initiative and how it will impact the students, teachers, and schools in Gwinnett County. 

Why did GCPS choose to be a partner in Georgia’s RT3 application?

Learn more about RT3 on the GCPS website or in upcoming issues of this RT3 newsletter. 


